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Theatre Outre, Lethbridge’s long-running queer
drama organization, has been winning new fans
across the Atlantic.
Founder Jay Whitehead was invited once again
to bring a production to Players’ Theatre at Trinity
College in Dublin, Northern Ireland in May.
Whitehead wrote this year’s drama, “333,” a
depiction of the notorious bathhouse raid conducted by Toronto police in 1981. In response, 3,000
people took to the streets in protest. And their
energy was soon harnessed to plan one of Canada’s first Pride celebrations.
The drama debuted in Lethbridge last September, with a cast of five. As part of this year’s
Dublin Gay Theatre Festival, the troupe also
presented “Legislating Love: The Everett Klippert
Story.
Klippert, a Calgary bus driver, was one of the
last Canadians jailed (1960-64 and 1965-71) for
the crime of being gay

Pussy Riot rocker
escapes Russia

Berlin —Queer political activist and punk rocker
Maria Alyokhina has executed a daring escape
from Russia.
A member of Pussy Riot, a protest and performance art group that first made waves in 2012 for
staging an anti-Putin protest in a church, Alyokhina has joined her girlfriend Lucy Shtein —
another Pussy Riot member who recently fled.
Alyokhina has been fighting for Russia to respect its own constitution for over a decade now
and has been imprisoned more than once. She’s
now condemning Putin’s attack on Ukraine.
“I don’t think Russia has a right to exist anymore,” Alyokhina told reporters.
Her escape involved slipping into Russiacontrolled Belarus dressed as a food courier, then
making multiple attempts to cross into Lithuania.
Officials of another European nation helped with
her flight to freedom.
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Back in downtown Lethbridge, Pride Fest ‘22 includes
major events that have proven
so popular over the years.
A parade, a gala evening
event — and of course, Party in
the Park— are back after a two
-year health break.
But there’s so much more! This
year’s lineup of events runs from
June 2 to 28, offering activities and
celebrations to meet many interests.
Pride flag-raising ceremonies,
concerts, Pride-oriented movies
and teen events are part of the
month-long celebration.
There’s a Pride worship service at
McKillop United Church, a community swim session at Stan
Siwick Pool and a Pride bracelet
crafting session for children at the
Galt Museum.
Lethbridge-area people will also
head east to Taber on June 4 to
help friends there celebrate their
late-morning flag raising and afternoon party in Confederation Park.
The annual Trans March will
return, as will several Queer 101
educational sessions offered by
OUTreach Southern Alberta.
The Lethbridge Public Library

Lethbridge Pride Fest chair Lane
Sterr was joined by board members to celebrate installation of
Pride crosswalks on 3 Avenue S.

will screen a series of four new
films weekly, every Tuesday.
For kids, it will also present two
Drag Storytime events.
The Pride Fest board will be
honouring community members
who have made significant
efforts on our behalf, during a
no-charge Chairperson’s Pride
Awards Gala on June 24 at the
Galt Museum.
On June 25, there’s an amazing list of entertainers ready to
greet everyone in Galt Gardens,
starting right after the parade.
That evening’s social and dance
will feature another outstanding
lineup, organizers say.
But wait — as they say on TV
— there's more, like Drunk
Improv at Didi’s Playhaus, a
“Get Juicy” evening at the Owl
and a “Beers for Queers’ mixer
at Theoretically Brewing.
Strong response from community groups has allowed Pride
Fest board members to bring
back Pride full-scale. Significant financial donations from
local, regional and national
companies is gratefully recognized as well.
For dates, times and locations
see event listings on Page 4-5.

Q groups help Ukrainians
Warsaw — After months of war, Ukrainians who
identify as queer are finding refuge in neighbouring
nations. And community groups there have come
forward to help.
When Edward Reese, an activist who works with
Kyiv Pride, decided to flee Ukraine he knew it was
going to be a long journey.
After leaving his home and walking for an hour in
the freezing cold to the nearest working subway
station, spending “one hell of a night” in a bomb
shelter, catching a day-long bus ride to Lviv, and
being escorted by aid workers to the PolandUkraine border, Reese was finally able to set foot
in a small Polish border town.
A few hours later he took a bus to Warsaw, where
a local LGBTQ advocacy group connected him
with queer-friendly hosts who could temporarily
house him.
Although Poland has reduced the rights of
LGBTQ people in recent years, Reese — who is
non-binary and uses he/him pronouns — says he
feels safe here. But that's largely because he was
quickly welcomed by Poland’s LGBTQ community
“Poland is not necessarily the best country for
LGBTQ people to live,” says Julia Maciocha,
chairperson of Warsaw Pride.
“So, we created a database of people that we
know that are part of the community so we can
match them with people that are in need of safe
shelter.”
“I was almost crying because European organizations like Warsaw Pride, like Budapest Pride, they

reached out to us like in the first day of the war,
offering their help, offering shelter, offering transportation from the border,” says Lenny Emson,
executive director of Kyiv Pride.
“This is … a very good feeling that really helps us
to survive through this time.”
Like Reese, some LGBTQ refugees plan to leave
Poland
for
other European nations,
places
like
Denmark,
Germany and
The Netherlands
are
under
less
pressure
than bordering states and may be able to provide
more resources and job opportunities to Ukrainian
refugees, particularly those who are LGBTQ.
The climate for the LGBTQ community inside
Ukraine was not particularly accepting even before
the war, Reese says. A 2019 survey of around
40,000 people in 34 countries conducted by the
Pew Research Center found that only 14 per cent of
respondents in Ukraine thought homosexuality
should be accepted in society.
“I would like the world to know that there are
trans people and LGBTQ people in Ukraine who
are serving, who are protecting, who are trying to
make their inputs into this fight,” Emson adds.

Biden meets
queer caucus
Washington — President Joe Biden
met recently with the congressional
LGBTQ Equality Caucus, making him
the first president in history to do so.

“I am grateful to President Biden for
inviting Equality Caucus leadership to
meet with him at the White House today,”
said “out” Rep. David Cicilline (D-RI) in a
statement.
“President Biden has been the most vocal
ally to the LGBTQ+ community we have
ever had in the White House, and I thanked
him for his unwavering support,” he said.
“We had a productive conversation about
the pressing need for the Equality Act and
other legislative and administrative actions
to protect vulnerable members of the
LGBTQ+ community in the face of the
onslaught of anti-LGBTQ+ attacks happening in state legislatures across the country.”
One of the main topics discussed was the
Equality Act, a bill which would add sexual orientation and gender identity to existing federal civil rights legislation, banning
discrimination against LGBTQ people in a
number of areas like education, public
accommodations, and housing. The House
of Representatives passed the bill last year,
but it has stalled in the Senate to Republican opposition.

Victoria is the most genderdiverse city in Canada, according to newly released Canada
Census data. Halifax is next,
followed by Fredericton, N.B.
B.C. was found to have the
third-highest proportion of
transgender and non-binary
people aged 15 and older out of
all the Canadian provinces and
territories.
Nova Scotia had the highest
proportion of non-binary citizens, it found, with the Yukon

“Quite frankly, they’re
behind the eight ball,” said
transgender advocate Anna
Murphy in Calgary. “This is
something that they should
have done many years ago.
They’re now just getting
around to it. It'’s great to see
it.
“But quite frankly, it's stuff
that should have been
done.”
Murphy said she wants to
see more government and

second and British Columbia third.
“Canada is the first country to collect and publish data
on gender diversity from a national census," Statistics
Canada officials pointed out. The census showed that
approximately one in every 300 people in Canada aged
15 and older is transgender or non-binary.
The data now gives the opportunity for governments,
businesses and other organizations to cater services to
the trans and non-binary communities in Canada. But
some in the in the transgender community see it as just a
first step.

private-sector action based on the data, such providing
better quality and affirming health care for trans people,
addressing underemployment and unemployment and
other inequities gender diverse people face.
Generation Z Canadians, aged 17 to 24 years, were
seven times more likely to identify as trans or non-binary
than those in the oldest generation, aged 76 years and
older. Statistics Canada says this new way of reporting
information is important because Canadians are evolving
on how they identify themselves, and the census needs to
reflect that.

Whitehorse — All Yukon schools are being ordered to
create inclusive spaces and activities for students who
identify as LGBTQ2S+.
All MLAs in the Yukon Legislative Assembly voted to
support the NDP government’s Amendment to the Education Act.
Each year, the new legislation says, school administrators are required to ensure there are initiatives in place that
promote equality and non-discrimination.
Los Angeles —City Council unanimously Initiatives need to include activities relating to gender
confirmed Kristin Crowley as fire chief, identity and expression, along with sexual orientation, as
making her the first woman and first out well as creating organizations such as Gender Sexuality
LGBTQ+ person to hold that post.
As chief of the Los Angeles Fire Department, she will oversee 3,246 uniformed
personnel and 353 professional support
workers. Her confirmation came on the
Paris — France has ended its ban on gay and bisexual
first day of Women’s History Month.
Crowley has been with the department 22 men donating blood, allowing LGBTQ people to donate
years, having been a firefighter, paramedic, blood without “discriminatory” conditions.
“We are putting an end to an inequality that is no longengineer, fire inspector, captain, battalion
chief, assistant chief, fire marshal, and er justified,” said French Health Minister Olivier Véran.
France passed its first ban on men who have sex with
deputy chief. She was Los Angeles’s first
woman fire marshal, a post she assumed in men donating blood in 1983, in the early years of the
AIDS crisis. The ban was life-long.
2016.
In 2016, it was reduced to a one-year ban; gay and bi
Crowley and her wife, retired firefighter
Hollyn Bullock, received a letter of special men could donate blood if they said that they had not had
commendation from the fire department in sex for a year. And in 2019, that period was reduced to
2020 for their work fighting a wildfire in four months.
“Any person will arrive as an individual donor,” says
the Malibu Canyon area in 2018.
Director-General of Health Jérôme Salomon.

Alliances that foster inclusion.
Gabriel Hopkins, a Grade 12 student at Porter Creek
Secondary School — which has a GSA — advocated
with his peers for the change.
He said the move will ensure supportive environments
for everyone, regardless of where they live in the territory.
“It makes them (school administrators) bound by law,
so that they can’t deny kids the support that they rightfully deserve anymore,” Hopkins said.
“We will get to a point where people are more comfortable challenging the wrongdoings of the administration.”

First fire chief

France ends blood donation ban

618 3rd Ave. S.

403-327-4555
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He said that the risk of blood with HIV entering the
country’s blood supply has been “falling steadily for
decades.”
Instead, all donors will be asked questions about their
sexual activity and drug use.
“Imposing a four-month period of abstinence on homosexuals wishing to donate blood is totally absurd and
has always been seen as a form of discrimination, especially when we know that donations are in short supply,” said Matthieu Gatipan-Bachette of the organization Inter LGBT.
“There must obviously be a health safety framework
to respect, but it must not be based on the sexual orientation of the donor.”

The lives of LGBTQ+ people in Afghanistan in have “dramatically worsened” under Taliban rule, according to a
new survey, which highlights cases of
violence, gang-rape and death threats
since the gTaliban seized power last year.
The Human Rights Watch report cited
nearly 60 cases of targeted violence
against LGBTQ+ people since August
2021 — many of whom described how
Taliban rule has destroyed their lives.
“Things were always rough,” said
Heather Barr, associate director of the
women’s rights division at HRW. “But
people had found ways to survive and

build community and support each other,
and they had hope that things were gradually improving. On 15 August, all of that
ended.”
Homosexuality was banned under Ashraf Ghani, the ousted president of Afghanistan, and punishable with prison. Now,
the HRW report says the Taliban “vowed
to take a hard line against the rights of
LGBT people” dictated by sharia law.
“We spoke with LGBT Afghans who
have survived gang-rape, mob attacks, or
have been hunted by their own family
members who joined the Taliban, and
they have no hope,” one report said.
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This year’s Pride Month Film Festival will bring a
fresh mix of queer movies to the downtown Lethbridge Public Library at 6 p.m. each Tuesday.
They’re all free — and so is popcorn.
On June 7, the 2021 feature “Flee” is an animated
documentary that tells the true story of a man on the
verge of a conventional marriage, who is suddenly
compelled to reveal his hidden past.
In “Dating Amber” (2020) screened on June 14, two
school friends decide to try an apparently straight
relationship in order to “fit in” with their peers.
“Wildwood,” the 2021 presentation on June 21,
follows a rebellious two-spirit teenager who runs

away from home to find his birth mother — and to
reclaim his Mi’kmaw heritage.
Rounding out the festival on June 28, a series of
“shorts” will offer stories from a variety of perspectives. A list with story summaries will be posted on
lethlib.ca
More detailed information about all the selections will
be available online at imbd.com
For the youngsters meanwhile, Drag Storytime
presentations are set for June 22, 1:30 p.m. in the Kids
Corner of the downtown branch, and June 24 at 1:30
p.m. in the Crossings Branch, This year’s guest presenter is Francheska Dynamites.

OUTreach sets fund-raising goal
Lethbridge-based OUTreach Southern Alberta has
announced plans for an ongoing fund-raising initiative. In its latest online posting, it says:
“The last few years have been a challenge for many
community organizations, including OUTreach. We
have not have the capacity to raise the funds that go
into our programs, services, and generally keeping the
proverbial lights on.
“In 2022, we at OUTreach will be celebrating Pride
for the Summer! We will be celebrating Pride all
summer long in an effort to highlight the needs of the
2SLGBTQ+ communities of Lethbridge and southern
Alberta and celebrate the resilience, strength, and
warmth of our community!
“Along with providing new opportunities to engage
with OUTreach through our education program and
Pride events, we are seeking to raise $5,000 to be able
to cover the next three years of operating expenses.
“Meeting (or exceeding) this goal will allow us to
shift focus from survival to enriching our existing

programs and services and exploring new ways to
serve and meet the needs of our community!
“If you make a donation, you will receive a taxrefundable receipt as well as a graphic to display on
your social media accounts to show off that you donated to OUTreach SA for Pride for the Summer!
“Business donors will receive a graphic as well as a
sticker for their storefront!
“You will also have the opportunity to be featured on
our 2022 Donor List.
“Go to outreachsa.org/donate for more information!
“This campaign will also culminate in a call-to-action
for the Lethbridge City Council to invest in the
2SLGBTQ+ community of Lethbridge.
“We will highlight the needs of the community, the
(many) gaps in services and accessible resources, and a
list of Calls to Action that highlight key locations for
the city to take initiative.
“We will be seeking input from the community in the
development of these Calls to Action, so stay tuned.”

Calgary — Ben Berg and Larry Welsman have
always been adventurers. In the 25 years they have
been together, they have spent their free time hiking,
climbing mountains, biking, and traveling to remote
places.
As they became more skilled as hikers, they realized
it was an activity they could do year-round and not
just in the summer months. So they decided it was
time to do something big.
In 2021 — the year Berg turned 65 — he and Welsman decided they would summit 65 peaks over 650
meters (about 2100 feet) to mark the occasion. The
project began in January 2021 and often required
them to climb multiple mountains per week.
Throughout June, July, and August alone, they made
it to 36 peaks. By September, they made it to peak 65.
Berg loves setting big goals for himself, explaining
that “hiking or doing anything with a purpose just
adds to the experience.”
But for him, this project held a greater purpose than
just accomplishing his goals for himself. He also
hopes his story shows LGBTQ young people what
life can be like when they’re older.

And that’s what inspired the couple to keep a video
diary of their climbs and post them on YouTube.
“It does get better,” Berg says, “You can make a life
for yourself. You can pursue your passions, whatever
they are.”
Berg says many LGBTQ young people struggle to
believe they will ever get old, and he hopes his and his
husband’s story shows that it’s possible not only to
survive, but also to thrive.
As part of their journey, Berg and Welsman also took
photos of rainbow flags waving at the summits as a way
to celebrate gay visibility in the hiking community.
“I felt proud that perhaps it might open up eyes to the
wider community to say that gay people aren’t just
what you might think they are,” he adds.
Berg says it’s rare to see couples of any sexuality
hiking together. Many of the people they meet on the
trails are either single or have partners who they left
behind at home.
“I think all the things that make this accomplishment
unique is not just that I’m over 65 or that we went up
eight Mt. Everests in a year,” he said. “I think it’s also
that we did it as a couple.”

Human rights and environmental activists mourned
the recent loss of The Very Reverend William Frederick “Bill” Phipps, who passed away peacefully at
home in Calgary.
Leader of the United Church of Canada from 1997 to
2000, Phipps was called a saint by some — and a
“prophet in a baseball cap” by others.
While serving as the church’s elected Moderator,
Phipps stirred controversy with some of his outspoken
statements. Trained as a lawyer, he became a fierce ad-

vocate for environmental and social justice, a passion
that led him to participate in hunger strikes, pursue
interfaith work and campaign for LGBTQ and Indigenous rights.
In 1998, on behalf of the United Church, Phipps
delivered one of the first apologies to Canada’s Indigenous community for the role the church played —
along with other denominations — in operating residential schools where First Nations children were
deprived of their family, their culture and spirituality.
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After a two-year pause, Alberta will once
again host the nation’s only queer rodeo.
The Canadian Rockies Gay Rodeo Association says the three-day event will be held
Sept. 2-4 at Nutrien Western Event Centre
in Stampede Park, Calgary.
It’s the only Canadian event sanctioned by
the International Gay Rodeo Association,
with about 20 annual events across the U.S.
Calgary organizers held a 2019 event in
the city after many years at Strathmore —
but were then halted by the pandemic.
More details: www.crgra.com

Edmonton — Local activists have earned
official recognition from city officials for a
year-long effort that protests against hateful
messages.
Members of the queer community gathered
recently at the southeast corner of Whyte
Avenue and 104 Street to celebrate a City of
Edmonton proclamation that recognized the
area as Pride Corner, where protestors have
held dance parties to counter street preachers who organizers say have promoted homophobic and transphobic views.
Amid dancing, music, and the occasional
honk of support from drivers passing by,
Jade Connors joined the celebration by
dancing and waving a pair of silk fans.
Over the past year, Connors says, the
community supporting the effort has grown,
thrived and welcomed queer youth in a
space reclaimed to make them feel safe and
seen.
“It’s a space of hope and a space where the
next generation is going to have way less
challenges than the previous one,” Connors
hopes.
In a 2017 update to its plan to prevent and
end homelessness, the City of Edmonton
recognized that LGBTQ2S+ youth are particularly vulnerable to housing instability
and homelessness due to family conflict.
Erica Posteraro, one of the Pride Corner
organizers, says the team behind the protest
saw a need to push back against harmful
narratives and create space for unhoused
and queer youth to feel welcome and express themselves freely.
“The positive power of having a safe space
has allowed beautiful friendships to hear:
that we are seen, heard, accepted and supported.”
Connors says the proclamation serves to
recognize the time, energy and effort of
advocates and members of the community
who’ve consistently worked to counter hate.
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Thursday, June 2

GEOCACHING 101, 12—1 p.m. Lethbridge Public Library, Crossings Branch

Saturday, June 4

TABER PRIDE, starting with flag-raising at 11 a.m. in front of the Provincial Building, followed by
entertainment, organizations’ tables and a beer garden in Confederation Park
DRUNK IMPROV, Countdown to Pride edition, 7-9 p.m. at Didi’s Playhaus

Sunday, June 5

PRIDE CELEBRATION SERVICE, 10:30 a.m. at McKillop United Church, 15 Ave. at 24 St. S

Monday, June 6

QUEER 101 session, 6:30— 7:30 p.m. in Community Room, Lethbridge Public Library downtown

Tuesday, June 7

“FLEE,” Pride movie night, 6—8 p.m. Lethbridge Public Library downtown

Friday, June 10

FANDOM FRIDAY (for teens), 3-5 p.m., Lethbridge Public Library downtown

Sunday, June 12

“SMALL TOWN QUEER,” short documentary, 2 p.m. at Galt Museum, followed by discussion
led by Devon Hargreaves, Jennifer Takahashi and Jay Whitehead

Monday, June 13

PRIDE FLAG RAISING, Lethbridge College entrance, 10 a.m.

Tuesday, June 14

“DATING AMBER,” Pride movie night, 6-8 p.m. at Lethbridge Public Library downtown
COMMUNITY SWIM, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Stan Siwick Pool, 15 Avenue N.

Wednesday, June 15

PRIDE CELEBRATION at Nikka Yuko Japanese Garden, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, June 16

BEERS FOR QUEERS, 4—8 p.m. at Theoretically
Brewing, 1263B 2nd Avenue S.
PRIDE YOGA at Casa, 5:30—6:30 p.m.

Friday, June 17

PRIDE BOARD NIGHT, from 8 p.m.
at Round Table Gamerie

Saturday, June 18

“GET JUICY,” Pride Week warm-up, 8 p.m at the
Owl Acoustic Lounge,
featuring Stephanie Prince, Rogue, Justine
Tyme, Francheska Dynamite,
Sophia Wright and Lava Cake
PRIDE CONCERT featuring Tyson Ray Borsboom,
with Wyatt Horn and Kevin Giron, 8 p.m.
at The Duke, Columbia Blvd. W.

Sunday, June 19

TRANS MARCH, 6 p.m., Galt Gardens to City Hall
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Your guide to all the action
Monday, June 20

PRIDE FLAG RAISING, U of L outside Students’ Union Building, 11 a.m.
PRIDE FLAG RAISING, 6 p.m. at City Hall (wear orange)

Tuesday, June 21

National Indigenous Persons Day

TEEN BOOK CLUB, 4-6 P.M. Lethbridge Public Library, Crossings Branch
“WHITEHOOD,” Pride movie night, 6—8 p.m., Lethbridge Public Library downtown

Wednesday, June 22

DRAG STORYTIME, 1:30 p.m. at the Kids’ Corner, Lethbridge Public Library downtown

Friday, June 24

DRAG STORYTIME, 1:30 p.m., Fireplace area, Crossings Branch library
PRIDE BRACELETS, crafts session at Galt Museum, 2-3 p.m.
CHAIR’S PRIDE AWARDS GALA, 7 to 11 p.m. at Galt Museum, all ages (no cover charge)

Saturday, June 25

LETHBRIDGE PRIDE FEST PARADE, starting at 11 a.m. from City Hall
PRIDE IN THE PARK, entertainment, food, children’s activities, merchandise vendors, local
Organizations’ tables, beer gardens (18+) in Galt Gardens, 12 to 5 p.m.
PRIDE DANCE featuring Rose Butch, Juice Boxx, Nada Nuff, Dayna Hart, Daisy Deville,
DJ Dopamine, DJ Rabbiyt, DJ Opie
9 p.m. to 2:30 a.m. at Club Lime, 1016 1st Avenue South
Tickets $30 from Showpass.com/yqlprideball22; more at the door

Sunday, June 26

DRAG BRUNCH, 8 a.m.- 2 p.m., Chef Stella, 525 4 Avenue S

Tuesday, June 28

SHORT SELECTIONS, Pride Movie Night, 6-8 p.m. at Lethbridge Public Library downtown
QUEER BOOK CLUB, 7—8 p.m., online, from library

June 2022
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Other views

Kansas City — A Missouri newspaper is comparing the state’s Republican party to the Taliban for removing
a LGBTQ historical display from the
state capitol.

The Kansas City Star called the move
“outrageous, potentially illegal, and yet
another embarrassment for a state with a
history of intolerance.”
An aide to a Republican politician had
complained about a display in the Missouri
Capitol entitled “Making History: Kansas
City and the Rise of Gay Rights.”
Within 24 hours, the display had been
removed.
“Thanks to the efforts of several of our
great elected officials, the exhibit has been
removed from the Missouri State Museum!” wrote the staffer after it was removed.
“To God be the Glory!” they wrote,
adding that the lawmakers who had it
removed were “standing for traditional
family values.”
“It should not have been a controversial
display,” the Kansas City Star wrote in a
scathing editorial about the Republicans
who had the historical display removed.
The newspaper points out the display was
developed by a history class at the University of Missouri-Kansas City and it focused on history, not politics.
The editorial suggests that removing the
display “is a clear First Amendment violation” since it was taken down by the government due to its content.
The editorial also pointed out that the
state runs a Confederate Memorial State
Historic Site.
“Apparently, going to war to maintain
slavery should be honoured, but ending
discrimination against gays and lesbians is
offensive,” it observed.
Then the editorial compared the Republicans to the Taliban in Afghanistan.
“From 1996 until 2001, the Taliban destroyed much of the cultural and intellectual history of Afghanistan,” it said.
“Taliban fighters claimed a faith motive
for the destruction. ‘We deem it a must…
because of our religious responsibility,’ a
spokesman said at the time.
“That isn’t ‘to God be the Glory!’ but it’s
close. Too close.”
A spokesperson for the Missouri Department of Natural Resources said the display
– which previously appeared in several
locations across the region – was “moved
from the Capitol” but wouldn’t say where
it was put. The newspaper called on the
department to bring the exhibit back and
apologize.
State Sen. Greg Razer, a Democrat —
and the only out member of the state legislature — said that he’s “appalled” and
“personally offended” that it would be
removed.
“This is nothing but ‘cancel culture’
coming from those who want the LGBT
community to simply disappear in the
shadows again,” Razer said.
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Editor’s view

In Canada, we can celebrate
After two years of suspended animation,
Canadians can celebrate Pride once again.
In cities and towns all the way from Victoria to St. John’s, NL members and allies
of local queer communities will be showing
their “true colours” this summer.
It will be a time of celebration but — as
we look beyond Canada’s borders — it
could be a time of despair as well. For Canadians with links to Ukraine, there’s fear
of what will happen to friends and family
there while the Russian attacks continue.
Members of some queer communities
there have already been singled out for
slaughter. In Poland, Hungary and other
nations in eastern Europe, state-sanctioned
oppression continues.
As for Chechnya and Afghanistan — their
records of barbarism toward minorities are

Few players could successfully challenge
him on the court. But basketball legend Magic Johnson admits he faced personal challenges before coming to accept his gay son, EJ
Johnson, when he first came out.
“When you grow up in team sports, you’re
thinking, ‘Is he gonna play sports?’” Magic
told Variety in a joint conversation with EJ.
“And then when I saw that he liked dolls
and to play dress-up … ‘What are you doing?’ ”
EJ says his parents were the last people he
came out to and that for his dad, “it was just a
lot for him to swallow in that conversation.
“A lot of just going back and forth. And he
was just rattling off about things that weren’t
particularly nice.”
Now 29 and playing the voice of Michael
Collins on The Proud Family: Louder and
Prouder, EJ says his dad started implementing “stupid rules” like banning him from
wearing scarves in the house.
“But it’s really not about scarves; it’s really
about him seeing you be you.”
But after EJ left home to attend university,
Magic saw the light.
“I had only been gone for two months,” EJ
says. “He picked me up at my dorm and I
was like, ‘Oh, whatever, hey.’ And he
hugged me so hard. He was, like, squeezing
all the air out of me.
“That’s when I knew, there’s nothing but
love here.”
Johnson said that EJ “changed me.”
“He was so proud. This dude here is just so
proud of who he is… I had to accept who he
was and who he wanted to be. EJ came out
to the public in 2013. Despite Magic’s initial

clear . . . and they’re proud of it!
But now we don’t need to look beyond
that “land of the free” to our south. It’s
cruel and inhumane what some politicians
want to do to strip that freedom away from
anyone who’s trans, or who lives in hope
of surgery to confirm their real self.
Politicians in state after state seem afraid
to stand up to religious extremists who
urge turning back the clock on human
rights.
So far, that infection hasn’t crossed our
undefended border. But community members and allies must pay attention to what
our more far-right politicians are saying.
Our rights — and our freedom to celebrate Pride — have been gained through
years of activism and political pressure.
They are ours to enjoy — and protect!

says NBA
legend
Magic
Johnson
challenges, he has been a vocal supporter of
EJ.
“He actually helped me get there. Because he
was so proud.”
Later, Magic spoke with Ellen DeGeneres about EJ’s coming out, saying that he
was “so happy” for EJ when it happened.
“We love him. EJ is amazing. So you got to
support your child, because there are so many
people who try to discriminate against them,
so they need you to support them.
“Because if you don’t support them, who is
going to support them? And love them?”
EJ’s
mom,
Cookie,
also
spoke
ith Variety about the effects their family’s
public acceptance of EJ – along with their
outspokenness about Magic’s HIV diagnosis
years ago – has had.
“I remember a young man came up and said
to me one day, ‘I really want to thank you and
your husband for what you’re doing.
:I’m gay, but I didn’t want to tell my parents.
When I went away to college, I got [HIV].
“But with you guys talking about this, bringing it to everyone’s attention, it’s made me
feel I’m gonna be okay, and I’m going to fight
harder.’”
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Sacramento — Democratic politicians in more than
a dozen states are following California's lead in
hopes of refuge to displaced trans-gender youth and
their families.
The co-ordinated effort announced by the LGBTQ
Victory Institute and other advocates comes in response to recent actions taken in conservative states.
In Texas, for one, Gov. Gregg Abbott directed state
agencies to consider placing transgender children in
foster care — though a judge has temporarily
blocked such investigations. Many states have approved measures prohibiting gender-affirming health
care treatments for transgender youth.
To combat such moves, lawmakers in both Minnesota and New York recently filed refuge state legislation modelled after the bill proposed by state

Sen. Scott Wiener in California.
Democrats in 16 other states
plan to follow suit. Wiener says
he immediately began hearing
from other states after coming
forward with his bill, which
would reject any out-of-state
court judgments removing children from their parents' custody
because they allowed genderaffirming health care.
It also would make arrest warrants based on alleged
violation of another state’s law against receiving
such care the lowest priority for California law
enforcement.

Anti-trans bills killed in Idaho, Ariz.
Boise — An Idaho bill seeking to criminalize gender-affirming care for trans youth has been killed by
Republicans in the state Senate.
The proposed law had already passed the House and
would have prevented all forms of gender-affirming
care for trans youth. Not only that, but it would have
made it a felony to provide this care or even to help
facilitate a child receiving this care in another state.
Anyone who violated the rules could have faced life
in prison.
A statement from the Idaho Senate majority caucus
affirmed Republicans “strongly oppose any and all
gender reassignment and surgical manipulation of the
natural sex of minors” but also admitted that the bill
“undermines parental rights and allows the government to interfere in parents’ medical decisionmaking authority for their children.”
Republican politicians also acknowledged that
gender-affirming surgery, which the bill would have
outlawed, is almost never performed on minors.

“The bill’s language in its current form could be
interpreted to extend into the realm of medically
necessary care for kids that is in no way related to
transgender therapy,” the group added, “but serves
children with highly specialized medical needs.”
In Arizona, Republican legislators helped stop
three anti-transgender bills that would have blocked
people from accessing bathrooms, locker rooms and
gender-affirming healthcare.
Another bill would have allowed parents to sue
schools that let transgender students use restrooms
or locker rooms matching their gender identities.
The Arizona Republicans’ opposition to these bills
may seem surprising, considering that Republicans
have introduced similar legislation in 31 states.
“This kind of targeted discrimination is popular
only among certain interests,” says Equality Arizona
spokesperson Jeanne Woodbury,
“But it is not popular among the majority of Americans of any party,” she reports.

Utah bans trans participation in sports
Salt Lake City — Republican politicians pushed
ahead to ban transgender girls from participating in
school sports — overturning their governor’s veto.
The ban will now go into effect on July 1.
In a letter sent to the leaders of the Utah state senate
and house to explain his veto, Gov. Spencer Cox
wrote said the bill “has several fundamental flaws and
should be reconsidered.”
“I must admit, I am not an expert on transgenderism,” Cox wrote. “I struggle to understand so much of
it and the science is conflicting.
“When in doubt however, I always try to err on the
side of kindness, mercy, and compassion. I also try to
get proximate and I am learning so much from our
transgender community. They are great kids who face
enormous struggles.”
Cox also cited statistics showing that of the 75,000
high school students participating in school sports in
the state, there are only four out trans kids doing so –

only one of whom is on a girls team. He added that
86 per cent of trans youth report suicidality — and
56 per cent have attempted it.“Four kids and only
one of them playing girls sports,” Cox said. “That’s
what this is all about.
“Four kids who aren’t dominating or winning
trophies or taking scholarships. Four kids who are
just trying to find some friends and feel like they are
a part of something.
“Four kids trying to get through each day. Rarely
has so much fear and anger been directed at so few.
He also said that the bill “will likely bankrupt the
Utah High School Athletic Association and result in
millions of dollars in legal fees for local school
districts.”
He said that he wanted a commission to decide on
transgender girls’ participation in schools sports on
a case-by-case basis and that he hoped this could be
a compromise.
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Battles raging
across U.S.A.
Dallas – A number of high-powered global
businesses have called on Texas Governor Greg
Abbott to abandon the state’s anti-LGBTQ+
initiatives.
Sixty-five companies including Apple, Capital
One, Google, Ikea, Johnson & Johnson,
LinkedIn, Macy's, Microsoft, PayPal, and Yahoo signed the open letter — in partnership with
the Human Rights Campaign
“Discrimination is bad for business,” the headline read in an ad in The Dallas Morning News.
“Our companies do business, create jobs, and
serve customers in Texas. We are committed to
building inclusive environments where our
employees can thrive inside and outside of the
workplace,” the letter said. “For years we have
stood to ensure LGBTQ+ people — our employees, customers, and their families — are safe
and welcomed in the communities where we do
business.
“The recent attempt to criminalize a parent for
helping their transgender child access medically
necessary, age-appropriate healthcare in the
state of Texas goes against the values of our
companies.”

Disney heir protests
‘Don’t Say’ in Fla.
Tampa — Charlee Corra Disney, an heir to the
Disney fortune, has come out as transgender and
is speaking against Florida’s H.B. 1557, better
known as the “Don’t Say Gay” law.
Their newfound public activism comes as
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis picked a fight with
the corporation over its opposition to the law.
Charlee is a high school biology and environmental science teacher — and also the 30-yearold great-grandchild of Walt Disney.
Their parents, Roy and Sheri Disney, have
announced a $500,000 donation to the nationwide Human Rights Campaign.
“I had very few openly gay role models. And I
certainly didn’t have any trans or non-binary
role models. I didn’t see myself reflected in
anyone, and that made me feel like there was
something wrong with me, Charlee says.
The “Don’t Say Gay” law bans discussions of
LGBTQ issues in elementary school and requires them to be “developmentally appropriate”
in older grades. It doesn’t define what that
means. Instead of setting clear standards, the
law allows parents to sue school districts if they
feel the law has been violated.

Birmingham — An Alabama law
now makes it a felony for doctors to
provide gender-affirming care to
transgender youth. Doctors who prescribe puberty blockers or other gender-affirming care to transgender
minors and adults under 19 now face
up to 10 years in prison.
Arkansas passed a similar law last
year, but a federal court issued a
temporary injunction to block it.
Governor Kay signed the ban, im-

posed by Republican politicians.
Shortly later, two trans kids and their
families and two doctors sued the state
to stop the law from going into effect,
alleging it violates their equal protection and due process rights.
The Biden administration has also
filed suit to stop the law from going
into effect, saying it “discriminates
against transgender youth by denying
them access to certain forms of medically necessary care.”
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Breaking NEWS
Eric Bourne and Stephen Carpenter made history when they were married in the British Antarctic Territory — the first same-sex couple to marry
in Antarctica. With their wedding, same-sex
couples have now legally wed on every continent
on Earth.
The men serve as stewards on the polar research
vessel RSS Sir David Attenborough. In photos
shared by the British Antarctic Survey, the crew
beams as the couple celebrates their big day.
The ship’s captain performed the ceremony,
with 30 crew members attending and the ship’s
doctor providing live music after the vows.
“Antarctica is such an incredible place,” Carpenter said. “We have been together for 20 years but
now we’ve both been to Antarctica together, it
felt like the perfect place for us to tie the knot.”

Two men made history in Singapore by becoming the first same-sex couple to kiss on television.
A reporter for Channel NewsAsia, a 24-hour
news channel in Singapore, was talking in a Beijing pub, covering the Winter Olympics. That’s
were two men stepped behind her and kissed —
photobombing the report with a dramatic embrace.
One of the men walked away after the kiss while
the other looked right at the camera and smirked
The clip went viral in Singapore because broadcasting laws ban the “promotion or glamorization
of the homosexual lifestyle” on TV and radio.
Same-sex relationships between men are illegal
in the multi-faith country.
“This is actually an act of revolution,” one TikTok user commented on the video. It’s also gone
viral on Weibo, an app popular in China.

Actor Ariana DeBose
makes Oscar history
Hollywood — Ariana DeBose has made history
as the first Afro Latina and first openly queer
woman of colour to win an Oscar for acting.
DeBose won in the best supporting actress category for her performance reviving the iconic role
of Anita in Steven Spielberg’s version of West
Side Story.
“Imagine this little girl in the back seat of a
white Ford Focus. When you look into her eyes,
you see an openly queer woman of colour, an
Afro Latina, who found her strength in life
through art. And that’s what I believe we’re here
to celebrate,” DeBose said in her acceptance
speech.
“So to anybody who's ever questioned your
identity ever, ever, ever or you find yourself
living in the gray spaces, I promise you this:
There is indeed a place for us,” she added.
Set in the 1950s, West Side Story centres on the
rivalry between two teenage street gangs — the
Jets, a white gang, and the Sharks, a Puerto Rican
gang — as their communities faced displacement
during New York City’s urban renewal period.
Their rivalry intensifies when Tony, a Jet, falls
in love with Maria, the young sister of Sharks
leader Bernardo. Anita, Bernardo’s girlfriend and
Maria’s friend, is Puerto Rican like the rest of the
Sharks. She stands out for her assertiveness and
captivating dance skills.
“Ultimately what you see on the screen is such a
beautiful exploration of a deep female relationship,” DeBose says “It is ugly. It is loud. It is
highly emotional. Quite frankly, it’s volatile, and
then just downright heartbreaking because there is
so much love there.”
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Despite this,
the prince has
pushed ahead
in his efforts
to support the
queer community in India,
launching the
communityled charity

Delhi — Royal prince Manvendra Singh Gohil
is fighting for a more accepting future for the
LGBTQ+ community in India.
Gohil made history after coming out as gay in
2006, aged 41, and received imminent backlash for
his decision, largely due to country-wide cultural
values and his position in society. The 39th direct
descendant of India’s Gohil Rajput dynasty, he has
since dedicated his time to supporting LGBTQ+
causes and education.
“The day I came out, my effigies were burnt.
There were a lot of protests, people took to the
streets and shouted slogans saying that I brought
shame and humiliation to the royal family and to
the culture of India,” Gohil reports “There were
death threats and demands that I be stripped off of
my title.”
Homosexuality had been deemed illegal in India
under colonial-era law, until 2018. That law could
have seen men sentenced to up to a lifetime in
prison for sexual acts “against the order of nature.”
Gohil has faced an onslaught of homophobic
attitudes and was rejected by his parents, Maharaja
and Maharani of Rajpipla, as the public turned
against him.

Lakshya Trust two decades ago. It aims to educate
on the topics of sexual tolerance, gender equity,
HIV/AIDS and the LGBTQ+ community in the
Gujarat state of India. In 2018, Gohil opened up his
15-acre palace grounds to become a centre for India’s LGBTQ community.
The pince’s adamant effort to reform attitudes towards the LGBTQ+ community stems from his own
difficult past. Growing up, Gohil was subjected to
the treacherous practice of “conversion therapy.”
His family searched for a “cure” for being gay.
“They approached doctors to operate on my brain to
make me straight and subjected me to electroshock
treatments.”

Ottawa — Health Canada has approved the Canadian Blood Services’ three-month ban on donations from men who have sex with men.
Canadian Blood Services asked federal officials
to allow it to scrap questions about gender or sexuality, basing screening on higher-risk sexual behaviour such as anal sex instead.
The agency says starting no later than Sept. 30,
potential donors will be asked if they have had new
or multiple sexual partners in the last three months,
no matter their gender or sexual orientation.

They will then be asked whether they have had anal
sex with any of those partners and if they have, then
they will need to wait three months since that activity before donating blood.
The agency says asking about sexual behaviour,
rather than sexual orientation, will allow it to more
reliably assess the risk of infections such as HIV that
can be transmitted through infusions.
It also says the shift comes after “countless hours”
of work by LGBTQ and other groups, who have
long advocated for a change in policy.

Couples recognized in Tokyo
Tokyo — The city’s metropolitan government will
begin recognizing same-sex unions this year, in
order to make life easier for same-sex couples.
The civil unions won’t have the same legal rights
and protections as marriages, but the move marks
the latest step towards LGBTQ acceptance in Japan.
Now about 200 cities will be offering certificates,
although there is no nation-wide recognition.
Foreign nationals will be allowed to enter these
unions with native-born citizens. The certificates
will help same-sex couples rent apartments together, visit each other in city hospitals, and receive
other services that married hetero couples enjoy.

rounding sexual minorities in order to create more
pleasant living conditions for them,” Tokyo officials
said in a statement.
Japan still doesn’t offer national LGBTQ nondiscrimination protections or same-sex marriage. As
a result, LGBTQ people in Japan often face inequities in employment, housing, education and health
care.
LGBTQ advocacy groups have pushed for a national bill that would enshrine equal civil rights and
non-discrimination protections into law. However,
the conservative party of Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida helped defeat the effort, launched before
last summer’s Olympic Games.
That’s despite a 2013 study by the Pew Research
The certificates are offered “to promote understand- Centre which showed that 54 per cent of Japanese
ing among Tokyo residents about sexual diversity citizens believe that homosexuality should be socialand to reduce inconveniences in daily lives surly accepted.

Tel Aviv — Religious conservatives here want a
boycott of Doritos after it aired a gay-inclusive ad.
The commercial showed families coming together
to get their pictures taken. Some of the families were
headed by same-sex couples, including two women
and their three children and two men and their baby.
“But there are some families that do choose to be
families,” the voiceover said. “There are families
created by the complex reality.”
“There are many families and they are all special
and even if it takes courage to dare in all choices, all
families deserve to be families,” it concluded.

Now, many conservative leaders are angry.
“For the sake of the mental and spiritual health of
the coming generations, we must boycott Doritos,
which is trying to influence the natural family group
by advertising its products,” said Jerusalem deputy
mayor Aryeh King.
Rabbi Baruch Efrati of the West Bank settlement
of Efrat called the ad “evil” and said “It is forbidden
to recognize those who live like this as a family.”
While homosexuality was legalized in Israel in
1988, the country still does not recognize marriage
equality.
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