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They selected the colours of the rainbow. Their
work was completed in time for Pride month in
Lethbridge.
And the response? Hundreds of visitors came by
to show their support — but it didn’t stop there.
The story was beamed right across Canada, putting
Lethbridge on the map as a queer-positive community.
Maclean’s magazine picked up the story as well.
Kim Siever, a freelance journalist, told the writer
the inspiration came from neighbours down the
street, who painted their front steps in Pride colours every year.
“We thought it would be nice to do that, but we
only have three steps. (So) we decided to paint the
entire house with a rainbow.”
Adding to the rainbow theme, the couple handed
out colourful Skittles candy to visitors during Pride
month. Soon neighbours and visitors began bringing Skittles to share as well.
“People have just been so generous, giving anywhere from $5 to $100 to buy Skittles,” says Mary,
a researcher and scholar.

Chilliwack — A transgender man says he is
elated to have been elected to the region’s school
board, where recent trustees slammed a criticized a provincial education resource meant to
help create safe environments for all students.
Teri Westerby, who’s lived in the Fraser Valley
city for eight years, was one of 15 candidates
vying for seven school board trustee seats. He
finished ahead of a trustee known for voicing her
concerns about how sexuality is taught in the
district, and another who ran under the banner of a
new political organization seeking more community control of classroom curriculum materials.
Westerby, who claims to be the first openly
trans man elected to a school board in Canada,
says his election shows the community is progressing.
“I was mixed between being proud of what we
have accomplished in Chilliwack and being proud
Pride is too important to squeeze all celebrations
of what Chilliwack has accomplished for itself, into just one month! So Lethbridge Pride Fest has
what all of this community has done,” he said.
planned a series of free or low-cost events this fall.
A family-friendly picnic was held in September,
close to the new adventure playground in beautiful
Denver — Out gay Colorado Gov. Jared Polis is Legacy Regional Park.
helping to resolve a legal issue that denied same- For dog owners and friends, a Pooches Parade was
planned for Oct. 23 in Henderson Park.
sex parents the legal custody of their children.
He signed a bill known as “Marlo’s Law,” And for Halloween? A costume party, “Ghouls’
named after the child of Colorado House Majority Night Out” will kick off at 8 p.m. on Saturday, Oct.
Leader Daneya Esgar. When Esgar gave birth to 29, downtown on 5 Street S.
her daughter Marlo using genetic material from
her wife, Heather Palm, both women were surprised to find out that they had to legally adopt
Marlo in order to have legal custody of the child
they created together.
The law helps streamline the adoption process Ottawa — The federal government has announced
for same-sex parents whose children were con- a five-year, $100-million plan to support queer
ceived by assisted reproduction. It allows LGBTQ communities across the nation.
parents to declare a “voluntary acknowledgment
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau unveiled the initiaof parentage,” a statement of parental rights that tive, dubbed “Canada's first Federal 2SLGBTQI+
has the full force of a court order.
Action Plan,” ahead of the Pride parade in Ottawa.
The issue also affects LGBTQ parents in other Trudeau said the plan is the first federal initiative
states, including Oklahoma. A lesbian parent is of its kind, adding it demonstrates the government's
fighting for custody after a judge ordered her commitment to fighting discrimination and supportname removed from her girl’s birth certificate.
ing diversity.
“This will guide our ongoing work to fight discrimination, break down barriers, to advance
rights and to build a future where everyone in CanAmbassador for Queer rights
2 ada is truly free to be who they are and love whom
love,” Trudeau said.
Lethbridge joins YYC parade
3 they
The plan will see 75 per cent of the funding going
‘Chaotic exchanges’ at fault
4 toward community organizations focused on diverRiot averted at Pride Parade
5 sity and inclusion because that’s “where the real
of support comes from.”
Rural schools ‘ready to learn’ 6 work
“The strength and resilience of your communities
Queer as Folk relaunched
7 should inspire everyone,” he said.
‘Si’ to couples in Cuba
8 The strategy proposes to adopt and encourage the
use of the 2SLGBTQI+ acronym, “which is more
Now online:
inclusive and places the experiences of Indigenous
www.theoccasionnewsletter.ca
2SLGBTQI+ communities at the foreground as the
first 2SLGBTQI+ peoples in North America.”

Parents keep custody

Inside

“Our teenagers
were
nervewracked about it
at first, but when
their
friends
showed them how
much support it
was getting online, they were like, ‘Oh! It’s good
now!’ ”
Would they do it again?
“Don’t fear what other people say because it is
your space! This is what I’ve said to people who
question what we’ve done, we did this for us!” she
says.
“Don’t be afraid to stand out and you will find the
people who support you. Small families with children are the most endearing.
“It’s kind of neat that there are children who think
this is a magical house. They’re not thinking, “Oh,
what are you doing this for?
“They’re thinking this looks like a magical place
and a good place to be.”

Bread Milk and Honey will be venue for a night
offering cash prizes for the best costumes — along
with a DJ, special snacks and drinks.
Capacity is limited, so organizers recommend pre
-purchasing tickets ($15) though ShowPass; a
limited number will be available at the door.
See Page 3 for more details!
In collaboration with the Pride organization at the
University of Lethbridge, the Pride Fest board is
also considering events during the holiday season
and the new year. Check lethbridgepride.com

Spelled out, it covers Two-spirit, lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, and additional sexually and gender diverse people.
Marci Ien, minister of women and gender
equality, welcomed the action plan alongside
Trudeau, saying the funds are for “all of those
people who are fighting to be heard and accepted.
“This is for the people who were discarded by
their family and friends after they came out, to
everybody trying to live their truth in rural communities where they feel isolated. This is for the
Black queer people who are fighting every day
to justify their place in this country, and the
trans women who are afraid sometimes to walk
home alone in the dark, this is for you,” Ien said.
She said the strategy was created following
several years of consultation and research with
members of the 2SLGBT communities.
Ottawa received more than 25,000 responses in
2020-2021 to a national online survey on how to
better serve diverse communities, Ien said.
“The resounding answer was that they needed
more direct support ... to offer programs to continue educating the wider public because, again,
we can’t legislate kindness,” she said.

Cypriots seek
equal rights

Nicosia — Hundreds of queer activists
turned streets of the Cypriot capital into a
sea of rainbows during a Pride march in a
push for equal rights.
“Marriage for all” was a theme for the
parade through Cyprus’s capital, Nicosia.
Marriage of same-sex couples is not
permitted in Cyprus, but same-sex civil
partnerships with a limited set of rights are
legal. Activists say a lack of a family law
framework for same-sex couples deprives
them from the right to adopt children, or
give equal parental rights to a couple in a
same-sex civil partnership.
Stefi Drakou, Cyprus’s justice minister,
replied the state recognizes more needs to
be done to end discrimination based on
sexual orientation and gender identity.

Benefits allowed

Washington — The U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs will now allow same-sex
spouses of veterans to qualify for survivor
benefits.
Prior to a new policy change, many surviving spouses of LGBTQ veterans did not
meet requirements due to bans on samesex marriages prior to the Supreme Court’s
2015 decision.
“This wrongly precluded many survivors
of those LGBTQ+ veterans from becoming
eligible for survivor benefits because their
veteran spouse died before the marriage
met VA’s length-of-marriage requirements,” officials admit.
Under the new policy, the VA will now
count the duration of those same-sex marriages from the point at which the surviving spouse can establish a “marriage-type”
relationship.

Treatments continue

Amsterdam—An overwhelming majority
of trans people who start gender-affirming
medical treatments as teenagers continue
those treatments as young adults, a new
study out of the Netherlands has found.
While critics say kids who are provided
with gender-affirming care will regret it as
adults, the study found that a whopping 98
per cent of the 720 patients observed continued their treatments.
Dr. Marianne van der Loos, one of the
authors of the study, told reporters “This is
reassuring regarding the recent increased
public concern about regret of transition.”

Vancouver — A minister who’s helping homeless people in the city’s poorest neighbourhood
now faces additional challenges.

Rev. Carmen Lansdowne has become the first Indigenous woman to lead the United Church of Canada, the
nation’s largest Protestant denomination. She was elected Moderator during the church’s governing conference
this summer.
Born in Alert Bay off Vancouver Island’s northern
coast, Lansdowne — who’s also named Kwis’lakw — is
a member of the Heiltsuk (Haíɫzaqv) First Nation. After
earning her first degree in theology, she served several
small United Church congregations on either side of the
Alberta-Saskatchewan border.
Since 2017, she has spearheaded plans to expand and
upgrade comprehensive services to people living in
Vancouver’s impoverished Downtown Eastside. First
United Church, right on Hastings Street, now provides
food, housing or showers to hundreds of people daily.
“Our safety nets are not adequately responding to their
needs,” Lansdowne says. Canada’s churches should be
“speaking truth to power” on issues like poverty, housing, Indigenous rights, and climate change, she says —
crises that “play out” tragically on Hastings Street.

Paris -- French Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne has
created a new position of ambassador for LGBTQ rights
in efforts to fight discrimination across the world.
Borne spoke while visiting an LGBTQ center in Orleans on the 40th anniversary of the decriminalization of
homosexuality in the country.
Borne said an ambassador will be named by the end of
the year and will notably be in charge of pushing for
universal decriminalization of homosexuality and trans
identity. She also announced the creation of a 3 millioneuro fund to finance 10 new LGBTQ+ centres, in addition to the 35 already existing in France.
Borne’s announcements followed criticism of the

“And at the same time ... the Christian story has been
one that has been hopeful for some Indigenous people.”
Lansdowne says she “stands on the shoulders” of Alberta Billy, a We Wei Kai First Nation elder who died
June 13. Billy was among a group of Indigenous elders
who demanded the church make amends in the 1980s.
Lansdowne has also spoken out on queer issues and
women’s rights.
“This pastor will marry you and support you as you
access reproductive care. Full stop. No exceptions,”
she Tweeted after a U.S. court struck abortion rights.

government after one minister made comments seen as
stigmatizing homosexuality and LGBTQ people.
Asked about her opposition to France’s 2013 law
authorizing gay marriage and adoption, the minister,
Caroline Cayeux, said: “I have a lot of friends among
all those people. ”
The remarks shocked many LGBTQ people and activists against discrimination and abuse, and provoked
calls for her resignation. Borne confirmed “the President of the Republic’s approach, my approach, the
government’s approach is not ambiguous: we will continue to fight to make progress on the rights of the
LGBTQ.”

‘Not Catholic’ to fly Pride flag
Boston — A parochial school may no longer call itself
“Catholic” after flying LGBTQ Pride and Black Lives
Matter flags, according to the local bishop.
“The flying of these flags in front of a Catholic school
sends a mixed, confusing and scandalous message to the
public about the Church’s stance on these important
moral and social issues,” said Bishop Robert McManus,
The Jesuit-run Nativity School of Worcester is now
prohibited from calling itself a Catholic school, so mass
and other services can no longer be offered on campus.
The school had been flying the flags since January
2021 at the request of students, according to The Boston
Globe. McManus first objected to the flags in March,
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Her election comes 36
years after the United
Church became the
first to apologize for
abuses against Indigenous children in its
residential schools.
“There are divisions or
mixed feelings, and
rightly so, within the
Indigenous community
about
Christianity,”
Lansdowne points out.

questioning whether the tuition-free private school,
which serves low-income Black and brown boys in
Grades 5 to 8 was “committing itself to ideologies
which are contrary to Catholic teaching.”
But the school’s president, Thomas McKenney disagreed.
“The flags simply state that all are welcome at Nativity
and this value of inclusion is rooted in Catholic teaching,” he said.
“Though any symbol or flag can be co-opted by political groups or organizations, flying our flags is not an
endorsement of any organization or ideology, they fly in
support of marginalized people.”

Salt Lake City -- Sex abuse survivors are
protesting Utah state legislators plans to
change a law that allows church officials
not to report admissions of child sexual
abuse heard during a religious confession.
The protests have occurred amidst an
investigative reportwhich accused the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints of misusing an internal reporting
helpline “to divert abuse accusations
against church members away from law
enforcement and instead to church attorneys, who may bury the problem.”

One such lawsuit, brought by the molested children of convicted sex abuser
Paul Douglas Adams, accused the church
of allowing their molestation to continue
even after Adams’ admitted the abuse.
The bishop followed church policy and
contacted the Mormon Abuse Helpline —
staffed by social workers who refer reports of abuse to Mormon lawyers. The
church says all helpline calls are protected
by attorney-client privilege. Workers also
destroy all call records on a daily basis,
leaving them unavailable to prosecutors.
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Following up on the success of the wellattended Pride Parade in Lethbridge earlier in
the summer, local community members joined
Lethbridge Pride Fest members — and thous-

Taber Pride was in the spotlight recently, as part of a
documentary premiered at the Inside Out 2SLGBTQ+
Film Festival in Toronto.
Pride organizers in three small Canadian towns —
Taber, Norman Wells, N.W.T. and Annapolis Royal,
N.S. share the challenges and the joys of building
community and co-ordinating a march or flag raising.
In Small Town Pride, the producers work to dispel
the idea that taking the highway out of town is the
only option for queer people living in Canada’s towns
and villages.
Directors Chelle Turingan and Riley Sparks say
Pride groups in smaller communities across Canada
are proving that’s not always true.
“These people are trying to say that’s not the only
option that exists. You don’t have to leave to be open
and out and proud.”
For many of the organizers profiled in the film,
pushing for acceptance comes from a desire to live
and thrive in the hometowns they love. For others,
it’s a vital need.
Taber held its first flag raising in 2017. Jayce Wilson, an organizer of the event, says in the document-

Theatre Outré has announced the appointment of
Deonie Hudson as interim artistic director while
founding artistic director Jay Whitehead takes a
temporary break from his duties with the company.
Hudson has been with the company for more than
half of its existence, starting as an intern with the
company and later becoming the resident designer.
She has helped create and stage Outré shows
including The Princess Show, Confessional, A
Streetcar Named Desire, Tab & Landon, 333, Late
Company and countless others. Hudson has been
working in theatre for more than 17 years where
she has filled a variety of roles.
Hudson also worked on the technical end of numerous touring shows such as Cats, Riverdance,
Alice Cooper, Nickleback, Elton John, Motley Crue
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ands of other Albertans — in a long, colourful
and jubilant Pride Parade through downtown
Calgary in early September. Celebrations continued through the day and evening.

ary that when she came out as trans, she lost family
and friends and felt disconnected from the broader
community.
But in turn, she says she gained a new community —
one that she feels the need to fight for as local politicians and religious groups in the town make it difficult to achieve progress on LGBTQ rights.
“Taber needs strong advocates here to advocate for
the queer community, to advocate for some of the
other marginalized communities here.
“That’s why I’m here, that’s why I stay, because if I
don’t stand up and do this work, who else is?”
The three towns Sparks and Turingan visited
in Small Town Pride all celebrate their communities
in different ways.
Organizers in Taber have yet to get permission for a
march, while those in Annapolis Royal and Norman
Wells have taken their small but mighty communities
through the main streets of town.
“In Norman Wells, the kids from the GSA are actually running that event, and so a majority of the people walking in that parade are kids from the school,”
Turingan learned.

and many more productions.
As well, she has directed several stage shows including Blood Relations, the Canadian premiere of
Starchild, Hairspray and Peter Pan. Hudson has an
extensive background in costume design and construction which can regularly be seen at various comic conventions.
This fall, the theatre company presented an event
featuring Hudson and Mia van Leeuwen as hosts for
Death Salon, an audience interactive experience that
explored the themes of death, dying and grief, and
included arts-based, queer and feminist perspectives.
Next up, A Quaint, Quirky Christmas will be presented Nov. 26 at 7:30 p.m. in the Sterndale Bennett
Theatre at the Yates Centre. Check online for more
information: theatreoutre.com

A longtime volunteer with Lethbridge
Pride Fest Society has been recognized for
his years of service to the community.
Reid Hollander was named an honourary
life member of the organization during its
annual meeting recently. Hollander has been
instrumental in securing grants for Pride
Fest initiatives as well as auditing its financial statements year by year.
He becomes just the second person to
receive that honour. The first, Dave Mabell
served as board secretary for many years.
The board also welcomed three new members: Keltie Hamilton, Amy Lambert and
Heath Petkau.
Lane Sterr continues as board chair.
A Lethbridge-based organization, OUTreach Southern Alberta is continuing its
support service on Zoom.
It facilitates a trans support group that
meets online. Organizers say it is a peerled social network which seeks primarily to
combat the loneliness and isolation often
felt by trans people and those journeying
with them.
Collectively, the volunteers provide support, referrals to resources, and a place of
“community” for individuals who are
transgender,
including
gender
nonconforming, non-binary, and other gender
minorities. The group aims to provide a
supportive environment for people to convey their gender expression in a safe, closed
space.
The group gathers on the 3rd Monday
of each month via Zoom. For details,
check facebook.com/OUTreachSAB )

Mural honours 2-Spirit

Calgary — A brightly coloured mural is
the latest addition to containR Park in Calgary's Sunnyside neighbourhood, honouring
the beauty of the local two-spirit and Indigiqueer community.
Kayla Bellerose, a part of the queer community, painted 12 portraits on a shipping
container in the park. Each depicts the likeness of local people who identify as twospirit or Indigiqueer.
Bellerose, who is Bush Cree and Métis.
Says the signature floral design in her work
is from her great-grandmother who used to
bead the pattern on moose hides, traditional
vests and moccasins. But the florals are also
symbolic of two-spirit and Indigiqueer
identities.
“It’s been an amazing opportunity to just
really highlight the beautiful people here.”
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Here, there . . .

Sirens, bright colours and cheers calling
for gender and sexuality inclusivity were
part of Pride events in Inuvik, N.W.T.
It featured the community’s third Pride
Parade but this was the first year for a
regional- based event, with 15 youth from
across the Beaufort Delta communities
flown in for the celebrations.
There were over 160 people in the march,
including special guests — The Amazing
Race Canada winners Anthony Johnson
and Dr. James Makokis. The two-spirit
couple flew up from Edmonton with the
support of the Beaufort Delta Divisional
Education Council to spend time with
youth in all-day gender and sexuality
discussions focused on being your true
self.
Makokis is from the Saddle Lake Cree
Nation in Alberta and Johnson is
from Arizona’s Navajo Nation.
“It's pretty incredible that this is a historic
Pride,” said Makokis. “Hearing how excited they were, and being like ‘I didn't know
how many people there are like us here,'’ I
think it instills a sense of safety and pride
in the community which is so important …
in reaching their fullest potential of who
they are.”

Hundreds of people took to the streets of
Brandon for the Manitoba city’s Pride
parade. And for people like Abby Babiak,
from the small community of Cherry
Point, walking in a Pride parade for the
first time was truly exciting.
“It feels nice to finally be included in
something after so many years,” he said.
“I’m from a small town and we don’t
really do anything in small towns.”
For Elkhorn resident Saige Davidson,
another first-timer, the feeling boiled down
to one thing. “It feels comfortable.”
“Because you kind of live hiding a lot of
yourself behind closed doors and you
don’t really tell many people, so it’s nice
to have a community…. I haven’t really
been around many people like me.”
Chairperson Ken Jackson said Pride has
grown considerably since the first efforts
to bring Pride to Brandon began in 2010.
“I just know that I see a lot of really
great, smiling faces and I see a lot of rainbows,” he said. “I'm very grateful to be
part of this community.”

Montreal — At the last moment, this year’s Pride
Parade was cancelled! Why?
An investigation into the fiasco cites a series of
planning mistakes that left thousands of Montreal
residents — and the mayor — extremely disappointed this summer.
“The cancellation of the parade was the result of a
series of chaotic exchanges on the phone or by text
messages in a climate of emergency,” says the author
of a report requested by Mayor Valérie Plante.
Philippe Schnobb, the former chair of Montreal’s
transit agency, determined that the parade was not
cancelled “voluntarily or maliciously” but found that
a lack of communication among an overloaded staff,
including the departure of two key members, had
contributed to the fact that 96 security volunteers
were not recruited.
Schnobb made 13 recommendations, including
a reorganization of Montreal Pride’s entire governance structure, “professionalizing” its board of directors and publishing financial reports on its website to
improve transparency.
Montreal Pride manages a $6-million annual budget, 85 per cent of which is funded by government
agencies and private entities. Its largest cost is the
festival, but the parade is considered one of the top
10 most important events of the year in Montreal and
generates about $10 million in economic spinoffs.
Soon after the parade was cancelled, rumours circulated that Montreal police had forced it to close because a contingent of LGBTQ+ officers had been
excluded, while others believed the organization

Edmonton — Pride returned
to Churchill Square this summer, with a diverse lineup of
musical acts, comedy, drag
performances and more.
It was four years since the
city held any major Pride
events, due to issues around
diversity and the inclusion of
police officers. In 2019 the
festival was cancelled 10 days
before events were to begin.
Trevor Watson, executive
producer
of
Edmonton
PrideFest, said he was happy
to see Pride return to its
“home” in Churchill Square.
“Once we announced that
Pride was coming back home
to Churchill Square, I think it
brought tears to a lot of peo-
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had received threats.
When the announcement became official, people demanded answers and
wondered why the
Pride board hadn’t
requested more help
to recruit volunteers.
Hundreds gathered
for an impromptu Pride march through the streets
of downtown Montreal instead.
Part of the reason why the 96 security volunteers
weren't recruited, Schnobb found, is that there was
confusion about whether they were supposed to be
paid staff or volunteers — and there was no line in
the parade's budget indicating the need for them.
Though Montreal Pride had a plan for emergencies, he said it was not well-known by
staff and there was no specific plan for emergencies related to the parade itself.
Nevertheless, he remains hopeful.
“I believe the crisis … is an excellent opportunity
for Montreal Pride to take steps to regain the confidence of its partners and of the general public,”
wrote Schnobb, who held 60 meetings with groups
with a stake in Pride celebrations.
“Everyone acted in good faith. It’s just that at
one point, there should have been a doublecheck,” he concluded.

ples’ eyes in the community.”
In light of concerns over diversity
and inclusion in the local LGBTQ
community, organizers issued a
statement encouraging people to
wear red to support queer and/or
trans people who are also Black,
Indigenous and/or people of colour.
Organizers also asked attendees to
bring non-perishable food donations
for Raricanow, an Edmonton nonprofit dedicated to helping the
QTBIPOC community.
After several years with no events,
Watson said it was great to be back.
“We haven’t had a big Pride celebration now for a number of years,”
he said.

“So what's so exciting about today
(is) this is the first pride for so
many people.”
Chloe Savard said it's important to
have events like PrideFest where
the LGBTQ community can come
together and offer each other support and acceptance.
“I think it was just a part of finding a community and also feeling
understood,” she said. “So to just
find people who are so open to just
having conversations I don’t feel
like I have to explain myself all the
time.”
Savard’s mother also attended the
event — a sign of support that
meant a lot.

First Pride for Sask. First Nation
Shell Lake, Sask. —Elders, students and school staff drummed and
sang an honour song at the Ahtahkakoop Cree Nation as two flags were
raised — including the Two–Spirit
Pride flag — for the first time.
For Ahtahkakoop Pride committee
member Sheldon Gaetz, who lives
on the First Nation with his husband,
watching the flags go up in tandem
was a moving experience.
“We started off with a pipe ceremony, and then we did the flag
raising at the school, which was
beautiful,” he said.

“I know there were community
members who were so proud to see
the flag raised.”
The event launched the community’s first-ever Pride Week and was
followed by a colourful Spirit Day.
Later in the week, the Pride committee broadcast educational messages on the radio and social media,
organized a Drag Queen Bingo
night and made stacks of posters.
“You see Pride all over the place,
and so it's nice to have it here, in
the community,” he said. “The
enthusiasm is heartening.”
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and everywhere
Parades protest
court decision
Kharkiv — People in the LGBTQ community in
Ukraine's second-largest city say they have reasons
to be hopeful.

In September, they celebrated Pride, a time of celebration, mourning and soldiering forward in their own fight
for equality — in the midst of war.
And while the city and surrounding areas have endured
relentless assaults since the Russian invasion began in
February, the after an strong Ukrainian counter-offensive.
And the team that worked to present KharkivPride 2022
pushed ahead with its plans, saying a show of equality,
diversity and unity is needed as much now as ever before.
“Pride is not a holiday,” says Ruslana Hnatchenko, a
member of Sphere, a feminist lesbian organization which
co-ordinates KharkivPride.
“Yes, it's a celebration of identity and it's pride in who
we are but ... (It's) about struggle, about resistance.”
Like other Ukrainians, LGBTQ people have stood up for
their country, fought on the front lines, and many have
been injured or killed in Russian attacks.
But in a country that doesn’t allow same-sex marriage or
recognize same-sex partner rights, some LGBTQ people
are facing additional obstacles while living through the
ongoing conflict.
“If queer Ukrainians can die for this country, they can
also have equal rights in this country,” she says.
This year’s Pride events closed with a march that included a renewed call for marriage equality, something
Hnatchenko says has become an even more important
issue for the LGBTQ community since the war began.

Without it, she explains, LGBTQ people
don’t have the right to see their loved one
in hospital or to take care of personal
affairs for their partners while they are
away fighting the war.
According to KharkivPride, LGBTQ
Ukrainians are also being prevented
from making decisions about an injured
partner’s health; caring for the children of
a partner who is away fighting, or injured
or killed in battle; and they don’t have the
right to make funeral arrangements for a
partner killed in action.
In the middle of Kharkiv's Pride week,
there will be a memorial for LGBTQ lives
lost in the war.
Earlier this year, last month, President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy asked his government to examine the possibility of legalizing same-sex partnerships.
But he said but he said redefining marriage as something other than a union
between a man and a woman is not something that would happen during the war.

event
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho — Police arrested 31 members of the white supremacist group Patriot Front
near a Pride event here, reacting to a citizen’s tip.
They were found inside a U-Haul truck near a
downtown park where the North Idaho Pride Alliance was holding its Pride in the Park celebration.
Police also found riot gear, a smoke grenade, shin
guards and shields inside the van. The men wore
arm patches and logos on their hats that identified
them as members of Patriot Front.
They learned about the U-Haul from a tipster,
who reported that “it looked like a little army was
loading up into the vehicle” with riot gear, in the
parking lot of a hotel.
“They came to riot downtown,” reported Police

Chief Lee White.
All 31 were charged with conspiracy to riot, a
misdemeanor, White said. Based on evidence collected and documents, authorities found that the
group was planning to riot in several areas of
downtown, not just the park, he added.
Police had already stepped up their presence in
the area during the Pride event.
Patriot Front is described by the Southern Poverty Law Center as “a white nationalist hate group”
that formed after the deadly Unite the Right rally in
Charlottesville, Va., in 2017.
“Patriot Front focuses on theatrical rhetoric and
activism that can be easily distributed as propaganda for its chapters across the country.”

Canada’s largest draws thousands
Toronto — Canada’s largest Pride celebration
returned to downtown streets, after a two-year
pandemic-induced hiatus, Thousands of revelers
thronged the parade route despite the shadow of
recent anti-LGBTQ violence.
“It’s really rewarding. It’s an honour. We’re
excited to be on the street celebrating Pride,"
said Sherwin Modeste, executive director of
Pride Toronto.
Organizers said the festival was working with
private security firms to conduct safety checks
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for weapons at designated spaces.
The risk of a possible thunderstorm never materialized as only intermittent showers fell on marchers
adorned in rainbow colours.
The parade was the culminating event in Pride
Toronto’s month-long festival program, but festivities continued into Sunday night, including outdoor
concerts along Church Street in the Gay Village.
The festival also hosted a number of other events
over the weekend, including the Trans March on
Friday and the Dyke March on Saturday.

San Francisco — A spirit of protest was alive
at Pride events across the U.S., as millions
showed their support for women’s rights.
Pride participants drew attention to the importance of abortion rights, following the U.S.
Supreme Court's decision onto overturn Roe v.
Wade — the 1973 landmark ruling that had
secured constitutional protections for abortion
in the country for nearly 50 years.
In San Francisco, U.S. House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi rode in a convertible holding a gavel
and a rainbow fan. She said the large turnout
was an acknowledgement that Americans
support gay rights.
LGBTQ leaders fear the Supreme Court’s
decision endangers personal freedom beyond
abortion rights. In a concurring opinion, Justice
Clarence Thomas wrote that the court might
reconsider other precedents, mentioning specifically rulings protecting the rights to contraception, same-sex intimacy and gay marriage.
In Chicago, Mayor Lori Lightfoot called the
top court ruling a “momentary setback” and
said Pride events were “an opportunity for us
to not only celebrate Pride but be resolved for
the fight.”
“We will not live in a world, not in my city,
where our rights are taken from us or rolled
back,” said Lightfoot, Chicago’s first openly
gay mayor and the first Black woman to hold
the office.
And in New York, thousands of people —
many decked out in Pride colours — lined the
parade route through Manhattan, cheering as
floats and marchers passed by.
New York's first Pride March, then called the
Christopher Street Liberation Day March, was
held in 1970 to mark the first anniversary of
the Stonewall rebellion,

Hundreds arrested
at Istanbul Pride

Istanbul -- Turkish police arrested hundreds
of marchers, protesters and bystanders in and
around Taksim Square this summer when
LGBTQ people gathered to begin a Pride
march banned by the local governor.
In shocking video flooding the Internet, police in riot gear corral, beat and detain marchers through the Turkish city’s serpentine
streets. Nearly 400 people were arrested and
detained overnight.
In one clip, a group of young provocateurs
dressed in black can be seen literally pushing
their fundamentalist message on LGBTQ
members of the community.
Kaos GL, one of the largest LGBTQ rights
groups in Turkey, said the arrests started prior
to the intended 5 p.m. march start. Metro transit services had been shut down for several
hours by authorities in an effort to stem the
flow of supporters into central Istanbul.
Riot police then began entering bars and
other local venues, arresting people at random.
Agence France-Presse reported four
busloads of detained protesters were taken
away, including its chief photographer.
While authorities attempted to stop anyone
filming the arrests, video of the crackdown
soon appeared across social media, provoking
widespread outrage.
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Other views

It wasn’t easy growing up transgender in
a small Alberta hamlet. But Alex Marshall
has a genuine fondness for her hometown
— and she wants to help other rural
LGBTQ youth get that same feeling.
Marshall grew up in Joffre, a hamlet of
170 people, 145 km south of Edmonton.
“I think it's such a cool, cute little community,” Marshall says. “And I just hate
that, growing up, I knew it wasn’t a space
for me.”
Now a rural education co-ordinator for
fYrefly in Schools, Marshall works with
students, educators and community members in Alberta to reduce discrimination
against LGBTQ youth.
The program, run through the University
of Alberta’s Institute for Sexual Minority
Studies and Services, looks at understanding LGBTQ identities and teaching others
to become better allies.
FYrefly started about a decade ago but
didn’t explicitly include rural schools until
2020. Marshall says it’s important to include them because of the lack of infrastructure supporting rural LGBTQ youth.
In bigger cities, youth have access to
specific-LGBTQ events or spaces like a
Pride Centre, but that isn’t likely in rural
Alberta.
“Sadly the messaging that they get is,
when you’re 18 you can move to the big
city and be safe and queer then,” Marshall
explains.
But through fYrefly, she hopes to change
that.
Dixonville School, 500 km northwest of
Edmonton, had a visit from Marshall earlier this year. The kindergarten to Grade 9
school has fewer than 50 students.
Principal Britain Olischefski says his
school community is accepting — but he
was eager for students and teachers to
learn how to become better allies to their
LGBTQ peers.
“The concept of gender identity is changing and things are different than when I
grew up,” Olischefski says. “There’s lots
to understand especially when it comes to
(terminology).”
Olischefski says the biggest impact of the
fYrefly program was on a transgender
student who, he says, was beaming after
the presentation.
Marshall says that while most school
communities are eager to learn, she is
sometimes called in because of incidents
of homophobia, transphobia or even violence.
She uses those incidents to teach students
and teachers to learn about queer identities
and understand the effects of discrimination.
Bullying often happens when people —
young or otherwise — encounter something different from what they have experienced, or different from what they believe is the norm, Marshall points out.
Olischefski says the teachers and students
at Dixonville learned a lot about empathy
through the training.
“You may not identify as trans or queer,
but you can still be a friend.”
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Editor’s view
After two years of uncertainty, it’s felt
wonderful to get back to “normal.”
Music festivals, sports events, family gatherings — and Pride celebrations! — have
become part of our lives again. In Canada,
we’ve outlived a world-wide pandemic and
things look so much better.
Is it time to resurrect that old vaudeville
song, “Happy Days are Here Again”?
Maybe not. Canadians can see the dark
clouds of human rights roll-backs in the
U.S. and they seem to be rolling into Canada as well.
Almost daily, queer communities south of
the border are hearing right-wing politicians’ plans to make life tragically difficult
for trans children in the nation’s schools.
And now, in the wake of the Trumpappointed judges’ decision to cancel a woman’s right to an abortion, there’s serious talk
about cancelling same-sex marriage as well.
This, at a time when the rest of the western
world is heading in the opposite direction!

Russia’s top female tennis player, Daria “Dasha”
Kasatkina, has done something no Russian athlete of
her rank has done before — she came out. And she’s
condemning Russia’s war against Ukraine.
For Russian athletes, that’s dangerous. But in a
recent interview, the 25-year-old spoke about being in
a relationship with a woman. She also shared a photo
on social media with a woman she referred to as “my
cutie pie” — Olympic figure skater Natalia Zabiiako.
Kasatkina, who now lives and trains in Spain, described how hard it is for anyone to be gay in Russia.
“Living in peace with yourself is the only thing that
matters, and f--k everyone else,” she said (in an English translation).
Her comments followed another athlete’s revelation.
Women’s soccer player Nadezhda “Nadya” Karpova spoke with BBC in June about being a lesbian
and feeling more free to live openly now that she also
lives in Spain and plays for a Spanish team.
Both women were also critical of their home country's invasion of Ukraine. Karpova says she “can’t just
look at this inhumanity and stay silent.”
Kasatkina said she wants the war to end and said not
a day has gone by since it began that she hasn’t
thought of it.
“I can’t imagine what they’re going through; it’s a
full-blown nightmare,” she said.
“I wouldn’t imagine something like that would happen (with) an athlete who was residing in Russia
because of the risks, you know, that are related to
those kinds of statements,” Elena Lipilina, president
of the independent Russian Federation of LGBT
Sports, told CBC News.
Lipilina applauded the athletes’ openness as
“empowering.”
Condemning the war and speaking publicly about
LGBTQ issues could cause these athletes a lot of
trouble in Russia, where homophobic rhetoric —
including recent attempts to further criminalize talking about LGBTQ issues in media or in public — is
intertwined with the Kremlin’s messaging on its war

Worse, we’re learning about anti-rights
groups aiming at taking over school
boards in Ontario and B.C. Again, trans
kids rights and wellbeing are their target.
And here in Alberta? We know Jason
Kenney was no friend of the queer community. But Danielle Smith could be even
worse.
She’s on record saying our courts are
“out of control” for updating the definition
of “marriage.” She’s even said universities
should be able to enforce a code of conduct banning pre-marital sex and queer sex
in particular!
Of course, she could claim she’s changed
her mind. Hear any statements on that?
We may hope her time in power is brief.
But meanwhile queer community members across Alberta better listen closely to
what Smith and her followers are saying.
Our human rights victories were won by
working with progressive politicians.
Now some could be taken away.

against Ukraine.
“I think in the minds of these very brave women,
they came out (and) they sort of, like, did two blows
to the Russian government,” added Dilya Gafurova,
head of the Russian LGBTQ rights organization
Sphere.
Since March, criticism of the military invasion of
Ukraine has been a criminal offence. Human Rights
Watch calls this a “ruthless effort to suppress all
dissent” and many activists, journalists and regular
citizens now face charges.
Lipilina said the attacks on LGBTQ rights in Russia
helped lay the groundwork for Russia’s offensive in
Ukraine, explaining that crackdowns on civil liberties and human rights precede acts of aggression.
President Putin, Gafurova says, considers speaking
out on LGBTQ rights or providing “any sort of criticism of the government’s actions” to be motivated
by “Western influence.” Her organization is among
those the government deems as a “foreign agent.”
Kasatkina did something "inspiring" for many
young Russians by “simply coming out of the closet,” says Lipilina. “We need more people like Dasha
to take a stand for the LGBTQ community.”
But she’s well aware there could be repercussions.
“People have been jailed for less.”
Kasatkina, in her interview, admitted she is worried
about the repercussions of what she said, even the
possibility of property being seized or her citizenship
revoked.
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Ellen DeGeneres ended her daytime TV talk show
after 19 years on the air with guests Jennifer Aniston and P!nk.
She started her final opening monologue by pointing out that she “was not allowed to say ‘gay'”
when she started her show.
“I said it at home a lot,” she joked. “What are we
having for our gay breakfast? Or pass the gay salt.
Has anyone seen the gay remote, things like that.”
“I couldn’t say ‘we’ because that implied that I
was with someone,” Ellen added. “Sure couldn’t
say ‘wife’ and that’s because it wasn’t legal for gay
people to get married. And now I say ‘wife’ all the
time.”
“Twenty-five years ago they canceled my sitcom
because they didn’t want a lesbian to be in primetime once a week.
And I said, ‘OK, then I’ll be on daytime every
day. How about that?'”
Aniston, who was a guest on Ellen’s very first
episode in 2003, introduced a montage of some of
the highlights of the show’s run. P!nk gave Ellen

gifts to start her life as
a retired person.
Ellen ended the final
episode by thanking
her producers and her
audience.
“To all of who who
have watched this
show and supported
me, thank you so
much for this platform,” she said.

Paris — Tennis legend and LGBTQ rights activist Billie Jean King has received France’s highest
civilian honor, the Legion of Honour.
During the French Open, she received the award
in recognition of her contributions to women’s
sports, gender equality, and the rights of LGBTQ
“And I hope that what I’ve been able to do in the people in athletics. She was a part of a short
last 19 years has made you happy and that I was ceremony at the Elysee Palace where French
able to take a little bit of pain away from a bad day President Emmanuel Macron was in attendance.
In 1971, King risked her career to start the Viror anything you’re going through.”
ginia Slims Tour for professional women players.
“If I’ve done anything in the past 19 years, I hope
It led to the creation of the Women’s Tennis
I’ve inspired you to be yourself, your true, authentic Association in 1973 as the organizing body for
self,” she continued. “And if someone is brave women’s professional tennis.
enough to tell you who they are, be brave enough to
King has continued since then to be a champion
support them, even if you don’t understand.”
of women, especially transgender women. In
2020, King was one of 174 female athletes who
signed an amicus brief to the U.S. courts in support of transgender girls and women playing
sports as their gender identity.
“As women and LGBTQ+ athletes,” says their
An iconic TV series is back! And critics say the The reboot makes a bold choice at the end of its brief, they “submit that all youth deserve an equal
new Queer As Folk episodes are a worthy successor first episode by depicting a Pulse-style mass shooting opportunity to participate in sports alongside their
peers. Such equal opportunity benefits the entire
to the originals.
at its fictional gay bar, Babylon.
The reboot re-imagines the 1999 British series and “While the series starts with this horrific event, the sports community.”
its 2000 U.S. adaption for a modern generation with story we are ultimately telling is of a community
a diverse cast of recurring, non-white, disabled, rebuilding after personal and collective trauma,” says
gender-fluid and transgender actors.
director Stephen Dunn.
They joyfully have sex, do drugs, and lip-sync. “It’s that resilience that defines our show. The hate
They also raise families, creating the sort of show crime that tears our characters apart in the first episode ignites the fire that brings them together and sets
that would give fundamentalists indigestion.
The story unfolds in New Orleans as Brodie Beau- the stage for an emotional and empowering season.”
Edmonton — Seniors know Pride can be celemont (played by Devin Way) — a young, 20- The show avoids sinking into tragedy- and trauma- brated year round. Nearly 200 Edmonton seniors
something Black adoptee — returns to his wealthy porn by compassionately delving into some juicy were treated to a special drag show recently.
white family, including his mom Brenda (Kim Cat- issues with frankness, humour and rage; issues like Hosted by the Mill Woods Seniors Association,
the corporatization of queer grief, befriending exes, the event brought dinner and entertainment to
trall), after dropping out of med school.
Brodie becomes a new father, thanks to the sperm the best way to eulogize dead people who were total community members aged 55 or older.
he donated to his white transgender female child- sluts, fears around becoming HIV-positive, and diffi- “My experience with seniors is they're a lot
hood friend Ruthie (Jesse James Keitel) and her culties of partying while parenting, to name a few.
more open-minded than we give them credit for,”
Black non-binary partner Shar (CG).
True to its source material, the drama builds as the says Charlene Desrochers, a consultant for RiverBrodie then quickly moves in with his disabled characters’ secrets pile up, leading to catty reveals, bend retirement homes who attended the event.
brother Julian (Ryan O’Connell) and Brodie’s for- shouting matches, and dramatic walkouts.
“They have been there, done that. And at this
mer fiancee Noah (Johnny Sibilly). Brodie also The show feels its most joyful when its revels in point in time in their lives, most seniors accept
befriends Mingus (Fin Argus), an aspiring teen drag mischievous humour and camp melodrama unfolding people for who they are.”
performer raised by a supportive single mom.
in its candy-coloured settings.
Dubbed as the Sizzling Summer Drag Show, the
social night planned for Pride Month was postMattel’s world-famous Barbie doll brand platform shoes. The doll’s hairstyle and poned when a performer fell sick with COVIDbold blue eyeshadow are inspired by 19.
is releasing an androgynous David Bowie
But when the event returned, a large crowd of
doll in celebration of the 50th anniversary Bowie’s ‘70s glam era look.
However, the doll isn’t actually sup- seniors was ready to cheer on drag queens and
of his landmark album Hunky Dory. It’s
actually the second Bowie doll that Barbie posed to be David Bowie, but rather kings from the Imperial Sovereign Court of the
Wild Rose, a non-profit group that performs to
Barbie in a Bowie-inspired look.
has released.
The doll’s designer Linda Kyaw- support Edmonton charities.
The $50 doll appears in the iconic baby
“They (seniors) really appreciate where people
blue suit that Bowie wore in the 1973 “Life Merschon said, “It’s a tribute to Bowie –
on Mars?” video. The look includes a foil- his outfit, his makeup, his features – to are at and they’ve learned that it’s about respect
printed pin-stripe shirt; his standout red, emulate his essence and make sure it and dignity for all people, because they want that
for themselves,” Desrochers explains.
white, and blue tie; and brown classic white looked like Barbie, but as Bowie.”

Alta. seniors
applaud drag

salutes

Sudbury — A camp in northeastern
Ontario supporting LGBTQ teens got a
big financial lift, courtesy of Canadian
comedian Colin Mochrie.
Mochrie was on a new TV game
show, Last One Laughing, and won the
$100,000 top prize.
Mochrie and his wife Debra McGarth
have supported Rainbow Camp since
the mid-2010s. Their daughter Kinley is
transgender.
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Camp director Stephanie Voyer
says the money will help get more
kids to camp, and improve facilities.
“My first response was ‘Oh my
God, what a relief,’ ” she says.
“I wasn’t expecting that to be my
response, but I mean, for the past
two years of not operating, we have
been doing fundraising, but it hasn’t
been to the same extent as it normally would be.”
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Breaking NEWS

A Utah school district has removed 52 books
from its library shelves due to parent complaints
mainly concerning LGBTQ-focused material.
A said the district temporarily pulled the
books pending further review. Another 32 books
have also been flagged for investigation.
“We’ve not had a book burning or anything,”
said district spokesperson David Stephenson.
“But we are being proactive with the ones we’ve
heard concerns about.”
Members of conservative group Utah Parents
United, which advocates for parental rights in
education, have lead the effort to ban the books in
Alpine and other Utah school districts. The
group’s curriculum director Brooke Stephens
went so far as to file a police report claiming that
47 books available in Davis School District libraries contain “pornography.”

Wash. State ban
upheld by court

Seattle — A federal appeals court has upheld a
lower court ruling affirming that Washington
state can legally ban conversion therapy, the
widely debunked form of psychological torture
that falsely claims to change people’s sexual
orientations and gender identities.
A three-judge panel on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit ruled against Brian
Tingley, a licensed marriage counselor represented by the anti-LGBTQ hate group Alliance Defending Freedom.
Tingley and the group sued the state in 2021,
alleging that its 2018 law banning conversion
therapy for minors violated his freedom of speech
and religion. A federal judge threw Tingley’s case
out in August 2021, saying that the state had the
authority to regulate professional conduct.

Slovenia court
backs equality

Ljubljana — Slovenia’s Constitutional Court
has ruled that the Balkan nation’s ban on LGBTQ
marriage equality and adoption is “inadmissible
discrimination against same-sex couples.”
The central European country of two million has
six months to come up with a plan for legal equality for same-sex couples when it comes to marriage and adoption, the court ruled. So Slovenia
could become the first former Communist state to
enact marriage equality.
“This is a complete victory for us after long
efforts of the civil society,” said Lana Gobec,
president of the Legebitra LGBTQ rights organization.
Slovenia was part of Yugoslavia, which banned
male homosexuality in 1959. During the 1970s,
the power to define a criminal code was given to
the member states of Yugoslavia, and Slovenia
decriminalized homosexuality in 1977.
“We promise to work to prepare and adopt
legislative amendments as soon as possible to
ensure equal rights for all,” promised a statement
from the governing Freedom Movement party.
The party has a plurality of seats in Slovenia’s
National Assembly and formed a coalition government with The Left and the Social Democrats
earlier this year
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Havana — Cuban voters have voted in favor of
legalizing same-sex marriage and adoption by gay
couples, despite opposition from evangelicals and
anti-gay Communists.
About 67 per cent of voters in the Sept. 25 referendum supported the measures as part of updating the
island nation’s four-decade-old “family code.”
The reformed code will also allow surrogate pregnancies, give greater parental rights for grandparents,
extended, and nontraditional families, and outlaw
various forms of child abuse. It will also offer enhanced protections for women and elderly people
targeted by violence, and forbid people from encouraging minors “not to fulfill their duties related to
respect for and love of the homeland.”
The vote was noteworthy because the Cuban government has only held public referenda to shape its
laws three other times since the country’s 1959 revolution. It was also significant because right-wing
evangelicals and Communist factions helped defeat a
similar proposal back in 2018 and 2019.

Helena — A Montana judge has decided that the
Montana Department of Public Health and Human
Services can’t prevent trans people from updating
their birth certificates.
District Court Judge Michael Moses struck down a
new rule that said a person’s sex listed on a birth
certificate can now only be changed if it was incorrectly entered by a “data entry error” or if “the sex of
the individual was misidentified on the original
certificate and the department receives a correction
affidavit and supporting documents, … including a
copy of the results of chromosomal, molecular,
karyotypic, DNA, or genetic testing that identify the

Drag
story
time
backed

These
groups also
opposed the
provisions,
citing religious objectous objections.
But
this time the
reforms were publicly championed by Cuban
President Miguel Díaz-Canel and the state Communist party in public speeches.
“Voting ‘yes’ is saying yes to unity, to the
revolution, to socialism,” Díaz-Canel said in a
televised address supporting the code revision.
Critics said Díaz-Canel used the vote to improve the country’s international image while
distracting from its economic woes and its continued governmental crackdown against political
dissidents.

gender of the individual.
The judge said the restrictive rule was in direct
violation of his April order that blocked a state
law requiring state residents to undergo a nonspecified “surgical procedure” before they could
change the gender listed on their birth certificates.
Montana’s Republican-led legislature passed that
law in April 2021. Prior to the law, officials said
in 2017 that transgender residents could change
the gender marker on their birth certificates if they
were intersex, had undergone “a gender transition,” or had a certified court order indicating that
their gender had been changed.

Montreal — Following weeks of
controversy after cancelling a drag
queen storytime event for children,
Montreal’s Saint-Laurent borough
reversed its decision.
Now it says library events hosted by
drag queen Barbada De Barbades will
go ahead in November as scheduled.
The metro neighbourhood — a sister
city to Lethbridge — confirmed the
events after the borough council met
with Sébastien Potvin, the performer.
“We’re pleased to have the opportunity to get together with Barbada for
a discussion that was enriching for
everyone,” said Saint-Laurent borough Mayor Alan DeSousa.

Singapore will repeal the section of the city-state’s
penal code with criminalizes sex between men. But
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong says there are no
plans to legalize same-sex marriage.
Lee announced the repeal of the colonial-era Section 377A of the penal code, under which sex between men is punishable by up to two years in jail.
“I believe this is the right thing to do, and something that most Singaporeans will now accept,” he
said.
The law is not currently enforced, and there have
been no known convictions for sex between consenting adult males for decades.
“For everyone who has experienced the kinds of
bullying, rejection and harassment enabled by this
law, repeal finally enables us to begin the process of
healing,” a coalition of LGBTQ organizations said

“Saint-Laurent Council will always
encourage and respect all forms of art and
creativity,” he said.
The borough had initially pulled the plug
on the event after the city of Dorval received complaints when it scheduled an
event featuring Barbada in June.
The invitation to meet came the day after
an online petition was launched demanding the story hour be reinstated.
Barbada said she’s delighted to be able to
offer storytime in Saint-Laurent.
“I have been leading the storytime activity since 2016 and it has proven its worth,”
she said. Its main objective is to give
children a taste for reading while also discovering their differences.

in a statement later.
“For those that long for a more equal and inclusive Singapore, repeal signifies that change is
indeed possible.”
In a concession to religious groups, Lee said “We
believe that marriage should be between a man and
a woman. . . the basic building block of society.”
Nonetheless, many feel that stopping short of
legalizing same-sex marriage undercut the victory.
“It’s just a small, little step,” said Andre Ling,
who lives in the city-state with his Australian
husband and their two-year-old son. The couple
married in Australia where same-sex marriage is
legal.
“If you’re going to have a family or you want
marriage and want to be in Singapore and to be
treated equally, that’s not going to happen.”
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