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More than one Canadian in every two has received
at least one shot of a Covid-19 vaccine. Now many
provinces are announcing “open for summer” plans
to allow large public events, after more than 15
months of life-saving “social distancing.”
But Pride festival organizers in many cities —
including Lethbridge — are more cautious. They’re
offering many events online, including official flagraising ceremonies like one June 14 in Lethbridge.
June is “Pride Month” in many cities, but parades
and other crowd-appealing events remain cancelled.
Pride groups in Victoria, Edmonton, Saskatoon,
Toronto and other communities don’t want lastminute June celebrations to turn into “super spreader” disasters.
All going well, it’s possible organizers in cities
with late-summer celebrations will be able to offer
something more like the colourful, energetic parades
that have become part of Canadian summers coast
to coast.
Capital Pride in Ottawa has shifted its events by a
month, now launching Aug. 22. It’s usually July in

Facilities at the Lethbridge Correctional Centre
are not fit for transgender prisoners.
That’s the view of a Provincial Court judge here.
supported by comments from a security officer.
During a sentencing hearing in Lethbridge, Judge
Jerry LeGrandeur pointed out the lack of accommodations for trans prisoners in Lethbridge.
He ordered a two-year suspended sentence for a
first-time offender charged with drug trafficking.
The judge cited a traumatic upbringing and now
the accused’s efforts at rehabilitation, as well as the
difficulties faced by trans people at the local jail.
The prosecutor had called for two years in jail.
The judge agreed with the “suspended sentence”
proposal by defence lawyer Wade Hlady, who
Oregon became the 14th state to outlined his client’s health issues.
The court also considered a report from Doug
ban the LGBTQ panic murder defence when
Governor Kate Brown signed the bill into law.
But that leave 35 more where a lawyer can try
using it to justify a client’s criminal actions.
Advocates of the bill cited the violent killing of
Aja Raquell Rhone-Stevens, a Black transgender Red Deer — Students and allied groups led protests here after public school trustees blocked plans
woman who was killed in Portland last year.
The gay panic defence has been used in several for Pride Week events in local schools. A weekprominent cases. It gained notoriety after the long series of protests outside the school board
brutal slaying of Matthew Shepard, where his office was announced after trustees decided on a
murderers claimed that Shepard had “come onto” “diversity week” instead.
“We are putting the effort into this for a full seven
one of the two killers.
days,” said Kisha Daniels of the Black and Indigenous Alliance.
“It’s an important issue, and unfortunately the Red
Deer public school board has got it wrong.”
A school board spokesperson said the
Dad jailed for defending Q son 2 board acknowledges the protests, adding the signs
Fernie getting four crosswalks 3 and messages left at the building entrance were
but will be shared with trustees.
‘Rainbow Day’ upsets BYU
4 removed
The board refused to reconsider the issue later,
Yukon ahead of provinces
5 despite a closed-door presentation by the Central
Trans military ban ends in US 7 Alberta Pride Society and other community groups.
Pride society spokesperson Shannon Humphrey
‘Pride’ Lego stirs controversy 8 asked
trustees to recognize the first week of June as
Now online:
Pride Week, an idea originally floated by trustee
Dianne Macaulay.
www.theoccasionnewsletter.ca
Pride members agree with the idea of a diversity
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Halifax as well,
but this year’s
celebrations will
begin Aug. 12.
But
Calgary
holds its parade
on the day before
Labour Day, while Winnipeg kicks off on Sept.
3. Organizers there are expected to announce
updates over the summer, depending on how
well the Covid-19 virus is being controlled.
Subject to change, Lethbridge events will start
with a “Proud to Play” author session with
middle school students on June 1, an author
event with C.L. Polk on June 10, the City Hall
flag-raising at 6 p.m. on June 14, and a livestreamed “Drag Storytime for Everyone” featuring Francheska Dynamites at 10 a.m., and
then Brandi Jayne with Crissy Cox at 1:30 p.m.
Pre-registration for library events is available
at lethlib.ca
For local updates: www.lethbridgepride.com

Whillans, the prison’s security director.
“As a female, she cannot be housed with males,
and with the current physical circumstance of
still having male genitalia, she cannot be properly
housed with female inmates,” he said.
As a result, Whillans said, prisoners like the
accused would likely “end up in administrative
segregation for a significant period,” not because
their actions warranted segregation, but simply
because of their “transgender circumstance.”
Whillans described administrative segregation
“as probably 23 hours per day with one hour for
exercise and showering; the offender would get
canteen, and radio and television, if available —
but only by themselves.
“That person could do some programming
available, but again, only on an individual basis.”

week, trustees were told. They support many
kinds of diversity recognized during the school
year.
But Humphrey asked trustees to consider the
message sent to students in Red Deer's public
schools by rejecting the Pride Week proposal.
“By failing to recognize an official Pride week
or even a Pride day, you are inadvertently telling
those students that they are not worthy of being
celebrated, recognized, or uplifted,” Humphrey
asserted.
“Following those presentations and discussion
among trustees, the board reaffirmed its commitment to have a Diversity Week,” a board official
reported.
“The board will not reconsider its decision on
Pride Week.”
But the Red Deer board’s policy on sexual
orientation and gender identity policy allows
individual schools in the district to host their
own Pride events, officials pointed out.
Some schools have already made plans to have
Pride events this year, they added.

Girl’s honesty
got her booted

Tehran — Iranian LGBTQ people have started wearing
Pride flags in public, in a daring protest that could put
them in legal jeopardy.
They are protesting the “honour killing” of Alireza
Fazeli-Monfared, a young gay man who was trying to
flee the country. He was beheaded by his own brother
and cousins for “shaming” the family.
“Iran’s LGBTQ community is brutalized both by the
regime & by bigotry in certain families,” journalist
Alinejad tweeted. The young man had followed her on
social media.
“He was so full of life,” she said. Now she’s allowing
LGBTQ youth to speak through her platform to share
their stories.
“Hello Masih,” young activists sent her along with a
video of themselves walking down the street with a

Owasso, Okla. — A Grade 2 student was
booted from Rejoice Christian School after
telling another girl she had a crush on her.
“She said the vice principal sat her down
and says the Bible says you can only marry
a man and have children with a man,”
reported Delanie Shelton, the girl’s mother. “My daughter was crying, saying ‘Does
God still love me?’ ”
“The vice principal asked me how do I
feel like girls liking girls and I said if
we’re being honest, I think it’s okay for
girls to like girls — and she looked
shocked and appalled,” Shelton added.
School officials told reporters they don’t
condone boyfriend/girlfriend relationships
at the school and pointed to the school’s
handbook. But the girl didn’t break any of
Munich -- Catholic churches in Germany have begun
the evangelical church school’s rules.
blessing same-sex marriages, in direct defiance of rulings
Her parents are looking for a new school. from powerful officials in Rome.
Four churches in the southeastern state of Bavaria were
expected to be the first of several to go against the larger
church’s rules. A grassroots initiative has organized more
than 100 services throughout Germany where same-sex
relationships will be given the parish’s blessing.
Tokyo — Japan’s ruling party has been divine favour.
accused of violating the Olympic charter
Despite his more progressive views and comments in
after it failed to approve a bill to protect comparison to past popes, Pope Francis continues to stand
the rights of the LGBTQ community, by the Vatican’s longstanding policy that same-sex unions
during discussions marred by homophobic can be recognized — but not blessed or ordained.
outbursts from conservative MPs.
According to the German Catholic News Service, activSome Liberal Democratic party MPs said ists in the Maria 2.0 movement are organizing the mass
the rights of sexual minorities had “gone defiance. Maria 2.0 is an initiative by Catholic women that
too far.”
challenges the traditionally misogynist and sexist ways of
The failure to back a proposed law to the church, and tries to enact progressive change.
protect LGBTQ rights was condemned by
human rights groups, which said the party
deserved a “gold medal for homophobia,”
just months before Tokyo is due to host the
delayed 2020 Olympics.
Human Rights Watch accused the LDP
Banda Aceh — Two men in Indonesia were publicly
government of indulging in “ugly rhetoric” caned 77 times each after their neighbors reported them to
and noted that the Olympic charter bans Islamic religious police for having sex, with each other.
“discrimination of any kind.”
Several dozen people witnessed the caning of the 27-year
“Japanese officials insulting LGBT peo- -old and the 29-year-old men in a public park in Banda
ple is not new, but it is increasingly out of Aceh, the capital of Indonesia’s extremely conservative
touch with Japanese public opinion and the Aceh province. It’s the only province in the southeast
government’s place on the world stage,” Asian nation that officially follows severe Shariah law.
the group said,
The men were arrested this past November after neighMeanwhile Japanese news media are bors broke into their rented room to confirm their suspireporting 70 per cent of the nation’s people cions that the two men were in a sexual relationship and
want the Olympics to be cancelled because allegedly caught them in the act.
of ongoing Covid-19 outbreaks. Less than
Each man was sentenced to 80 lashes but three were
10 per cent of Japan’s citizens have re- taken off to account for time they already spent in jail.
ceived a vaccine shot to remain healthy.
The maximum punishment allowed by law is 100 lashes.

Pride flag around their shoulders.
“In memory of all victims of violence fighting for
their freedom: We exist, we’re humans and we do fall
in love.”
“We’re in Iran now.” activists added. “We’re
LGBTQI. We know that we could be arrested, killed,
executed for doing this.”
“We exist, and just like many others, have two eyes,
feet, hands. We fall in love. Clerics consider us corrupters of the Earth.’ State TV censors us. The education system says nothing about us,” they explained.
“We exist. We fall in love. We’ve not harmed anyone… They make fun of us, or even kill us when they
find out about our sexuality.”
“Let people see us. We, too, have the right to live and
fall in love.”

Pastor
Bernd
Mönkebüscher, an out priest
in the Archdiocese of
Paderborn who took part
in the organizing, says
“When people ask for a
blessing for their love
and partnership, who am
I to appear as a church
and say… that is sin?”
Rev. Jan Korditschke,
who will lead blessings in
upcoming services, told
reporters he is “convinced that homosexual orientation
is not bad, nor is homosexual love a sin.”
“I want to celebrate the love of homosexuals with
these blessings because the love of homosexuals is
something good,” he said.

77 lashes for Indonesian men
Witnesses said that five “enforcers” wearing hoods and
robes took turns caning the men, switching off every 40
strokes. The two men were reportedly wincing in pain
throughout.
This is the third time men were sentenced to public
caning in Indonesia for homosexuality since the punishment was implemented in 2015.
The raid is just the latest in Indonesia’s continued
crackdown on its LGBTQ community, which has worsened in the past few years. After publicly humiliating 141 men arrested in a gay sauna in 2017, the government banned all LGBTQ TV content, the country tried to shut down an international LGBTQ sporting
event, and one region arrested 12 transgender women
and shaved their heads to “make them men.”

Arkansas dad dragged away
618 3rd Ave. S.
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Little Rock -- The father of a transgender
teen was arrested, then dragged away
while testifying against an anti-trans bill in
the Arkansas House — because his speech
went 30 seconds over his allotted time. But
far-right members of hate groups were
allowed to talk nearly an hour overtime.
“It was just shocked sitting there in jail
thinking that this is what happens when
you speak to people about how their proposed laws are affecting your children,”
Chris Attig, 49, said. “They don’t want to
hear it. They put you in jail.”
Attig spoke to defend the rights of
transgender teens who need medical care.

Elected officials were holding a hearing
on a new Arkansas law bans doctors and
other health care professionals from
providing gender-affirming health care
for transgender minors.
The so-called “Arkansas Save Adolescents From Experimentation Act,” will
also ban gender-affirming care of any
kind from being given or even offered.
The bill was later passed, then vetoed by
Gov. Asa Hutchinson — but then the
legislature overrode his veto, Now, many
trans youth and their families in Arkansas
are planning to move to a different state
or get hormones on the “black market.”
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Even a dinosaur is getting involved! Drumheller
will hold its first Pride Week, June 6-12.
A “Drag Your Ride” parade will kick off events,
followed June 7 when volunteers repaint the town’s
Pride crosswalk. On June 9, it’s “Reading with Royalty” drag queen story time, then June 9 will feature
“glitter lawn gnome” crafts at the Plaza.
Pride volunteers will paint a downtown dinosaur
downtown in all the colours of the rainbow on June
10. A drag performance in the park will wrap the
week on June 11.
For details: https://linktr.ee/badlandspride
Larger cities are having June events as well. Saskatoon’s celebration, “Still Here, Still Queer” will begin
June 12 with “Drag Me Across Saskatchewan” and
continue with a virtual flag-raising June 14, a series of
educational sessions on June 15 and a multi-faith
virtual celebration the following day. Wrap-up events
will include a drive-in theatre screening of
“Hairspray” and then a virtual Pride parade on Facebook, starting at noon Central time on June 19. To
take a look: saskatoonpride.ca
In Toronto, a June 1 flag-raising launched a full
month of events including special Pride events for
families, seniors, bi, two-spirit, trans and dykes. An
Indigenous People’s Showcase is also featured.
Online views are offered at pridetoronto.com
Looking west, Victoria Pride will start June 28 with
an online Youth Kick-off event and then a Queer
Activism Night to consider local issues, online.
Victoria’s famous Big Gay Dog Walk, July 2, will

be a virtual event again—
with prizes!
Then on July 3, it’s Pride
in the Word, one of Canada’s largest Pride festival
literary events — also
online this year.
The July 4 parade will be
different, too. It’s certainly
not American!
Instead it’s described as an online “op-portunity for
“everyone under the rainbow” to “Pride Up” their
homes, offices, stores fronts, cars, bikes or anything
else that shows their Pride during June!
Later that day, the festival’s online “extravaganza
show” will present local performers staging dance,
drag, music, more. To view: victoriapridesociety.org
And over in Vancouver, organizers offer in-person
as well as virtual events. Online features include a
queer history panel, an international human rights
panel, a “symphonic pride” highlighting queer artists
and composers, and a summer series of performances
by local bands. Check vancouverpride.ca
In-person events range from a Pride Art Walk to
Pride Lounge nights — bars are open! — as well as a
three-day “mini festival” with family picnics, comedy
nights, drag shows and more to be announced.
The wrap-up parade, Aug. 1, will be “decentralized”
with viewers invited to check out various locations
and submit videos or photos for a full-city overview.

Fernie getting four (!) crosswalks
Pride organizers in Fernie will be getting not one,
but four rainbow crosswalks painted for pride this
June.
The intersection of 3rd Ave and 5th Street will
have all four crossings brightened up again.
“Fernie Pride Society is so excited to repaint the
rainbow crosswalks located on 3rd Avenue,” said
Courtney Baker of Fernie Pride.
“The sidewalks were previously painted in 2018
and it has far too long since they reappeared.”
Fernie Pride and local youth will be working with
the support of the City of Fernie and the Tegan and
Sara Foundation to paint the crosswalks.
“Rainbow crosswalks demonstrate the visible
commitment that local government and the community have to ensuring that the sexual and gender
diversity of all residents and visitors is supported
and that inclusion, respect, and equity is a community value, Baker says.
“These colourful crosswalks are an incredibly
important part of a broader vision that signals that

people,” Baker adds.
As part of Pride Month, Fernie Pride is helping
organise drag story-time together with the Fernie
Heritage Library and the Tegan and Sara Foundation,
with the Okanagan’s “favourite drag queen,” Freida
Whales joining in the fun.
Looking back, “Although the rainbow and the Pride
flag are more common now, it was not all that long
ago when these symbols were seen rarely or were
only found in certain parts of urban centres.” Baker
points out.
“Rainbow crosswalks may seem like a fun way to
brighten up the community, and they absolutely are,
but more importantly, they are a statement that lets
people know that hate and homophobia is not welcomed or tolerated in Fernie.”
Baker says Fernie Pride hopes that the rainbow
crosswalks could be repainted annually, or even installed permanently in Fernie going forward.
“But until that time, we look forward to brightening
up Fernie and are grateful for the support of the queer
community and allies in the Elk Valley.”

Teacher fined for ’phobic slur
Edmonton — A recently retired teacher who used
a homophobic slur against a student in a Halloween
costume will get a written reprimand and $4,000 in
fines.
Donald Lee, 67, a former band and religion teacher at Glenmary Catholic School in Peace River,
was found guilty on two charges of unprofessional
conduct at an Alberta Teachers' Association disciplinary hearing.
The hearing heard evidence that in the fall of
2018, Lee used a homophobic slur when questioning a male student who was wearing a female pirate
costume for a Halloween assembly.
The slur was part of a pattern of unprofessional
behaviour, presenting officer Konni DeGoeij told
the hearing. Lee often imposed his views on students and humiliated them with discriminatory
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comments that had a damaging “ripple effect” on the
entire school, DeGoeij said.
The charges related to Lee's disrespect for his student
in using the slur and his refusal to accept responsibility
for the remark. He had pleaded not guilty to both.
“Contrary to what the teacher would like you to believe, this was not an isolated incident,” she said.
His lawyer, James Kitchen, said the allegations were
“hyperbolic” and the financial punishment too severe.
“There seems to be the stereotype that he is just some
angry Catholic homophobe and he’s not,” he said.
The hearing heard that on Nov. 6, 2018, Lee confronted a Grade 10 student about his costume in front of his
classmates in the band room. Later, Lee said it was a
teacher's duty to inform students that homosexuality is
“a sin condemned by the word of God,” the hearing
was told.

Outre to reveal
new season shows
After a year of Covid-19 restrictions,
Theatre Outre is ready to announce a new
season of live performances.
Jay Whitehead, founder of the Lethbridge organization, will outline the coming year June 26 on Facebook.
Special guests and performances will
complement the season’s “menu” reveal,
he says. The online event will start at 7
p.m. on Outre’s site on Facebook.
Outre is meanwhile preparing for a June
12 event co-sponsored by Lethbridge
Price Fest. It’s a virtual reading of “The
Empress,” a new work by former Lethbridge resident Liam Monaghan.
Whitehead describes the drama as “a
politically provocative and philosophically
poignant play, one which questions the
nature of identity, the ethics of sexuality,
and the relationships of art and life.
For tickets: theatreoutre.tickit.ca

Affirming trans
people promoted

An online session sponsored by Lethbridge Pride Fest recently outlined now
Pride groups and everybody can make life
easier for out trans colleagues.
Amelia Marie Newbert, representing the
province-wide Skipping Stones organization, suggested ways that groups, businesses and individuals cold signal their
support for people who don’t fit the traditional “binary” descriptors.
Displaying the trans flag on a desk or a
store window can make a difference, she
said. Working to make a more inclusive
atmosphere overall is also important,
especially on forms and printed material
where someone is asked for their identity.
Pronouns — especially “they” — can
also reduce the stress on people who may
be in transition. It’s not hard to remember.
For organizations, Newbert urged leaders
to create explicit, intentional policies that
ensure trans people don’t feel excluded.
They should also create feedback
“loops” to encourage clients and others —
whatever their gender identity — to let the
organization know how it could improve.
At the same time, Newbert said, individuals in those groups should challenge the
biases they still carry with them. They
should also challenge their basic assumptions — and the language they use.
When possible, she added, individuals
and groups should attempt to challenge
some of the mistaken assumptions they
encounter in working with other people.
Newbert said Skipping Stones’ mission
is to help trans and gender-diverse youth
and their parents to reduce anxiety levels
and contact the resources they need.
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Here, there . . .

Seattle —A newly developed vaccine
candidate for HIV recently completed its
first clinical, in-human trial. And the results are being widely regarded as exciting
and optimistic.
Scientists working with Scripps Research
and the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative reported 48 “healthy” and HIVnegative adults took part in the trial, and
24 received the vaccine candidate over two
months while the other 24 received a placebo.
The trial was conducted by George
George Washington University campus in
Washington, D.C., and the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle.
Participants in the trial, codenamed IAVI
G001, experienced “no safety concerns.”
And of 97 per cent of people who received the vaccine — about 23 in 24 —
were detected with cells caused by an
immune response to the vaccine, which
was the desired goal.

Third option soon
in South Africa
Johannesburg — South Africa’s government has committed to offering a third
gender option on national identity documents to better “accommodate” non-binary
people.
Every South African is assigned a 13digit national ID number at birth, a system
that was introduced during Apartheid
when the number indicated a person’s race
— and how they would be treated by the
government.
While the code,no longer indicates race,
it still gives details on the individual’s date
of birth, citizenship status and gender. The
are currently only two options for the code
for gender: male and female.
But according to Quartz Africa, around
530,000 South African people identify as
non-binary, and have been left without
accurate official identification.
Now the Department of Home Affairs is
planning a consultation with the LGBT+
community to change that. Sihle Mthiyane, head of policy and strategy at the
Department of Home Affairs confirms:
“The identity number will change to accommodate the LGBTIQ community.”
National ID numbers are used for everything in South Africa, from voter registration, to applying for a passport, to opening
a bank account.

London — Queen
Elizabeth has announced her government will soon outlaw
“ex-gay” conversion
therapy.
During the monarch’s traditional Parliament-opening
speech, the Queen also said the United Kingdom will
also tackle issues that lead to racism.
“Measures will be brought forward to address racial
and ethnic disparities and ban conversion therapy,” she
said during her nine-minute speech to Parliament.
Liz Truss, the government’s Minister for Women and
Equalities, was among many who welcomed the news.
“As a global leader on LGBT+ rights, this government
has always been committed to stamping out the practice
of conversion therapy,” she said afterward.
Truss confirmed the government would soon move
forward on the measure.
“We want to make sure that people in this country

‘Rainbow Day’ held at BYU
Provo, Utah -- Student activists at Brigham Young
University lit up the “Y” in the school’s giant hillside
sign in rainbow colors to celebrate “Rainbow Day.”
The Mormon-owned school quickly denounced the
display and said it violated BYU policies. BYU is often
cited as one of the most anti-LGBTQ campuses in the
U.S. and it bans “same-sex romantic behavior.”
So students organized a “Rainbow Day” to show their
support for their LGBTQ colleagues.
“Wear Rainbow on #RainbowDay to show love and
support for LGBTQ+ students and faculty” the students
wrote in a social media post.
One student took it a step further, putting a rainbow
on a hill near that has large white “BYU” letters on it.
“We’re here,” gay BYU student organizer Bradley
Talbot told reporters. “And we’re part of this institution.
We should have a place at the Y.”
Later, students standing around the Y shone coloured
lights to make a rainbow. Some people driving by were

playing Katy Perry’s “I Kissed a Girl” and Lady
Gaga’s “Born This Way.”
Reporters said police cars were waiting for the
students at the trailhead but no one was questioned
by officers.
University officials were not amused.
“BYU did not authorize the lighting of the Y
tonight,” at tweet on the university’s account reads.
“The Y is BYU property and any form of public
expression on university property requires prior
approval.”
Students who participated in the demonstrations
admitted they were worried about potential backlash at the school. Those who were talking to reporters used only their first names because they
feared they could be expelled.
“BYU is a hard place for queer kids to feel love
and accepted,” said Allison, a student who identifies with the LGBTQ community on campus.

Volcano adds to wedding celebration

Reykjavik — For Jonsi and Sumarlioi, it proved the
perfect wedding venue. The Fagradalsfjall volcano, on
the Southern peninsula of Iceland, was “quietly” erupting
after remaining dormant for about 800 years.
The men had scheduled their celebration for 2020 —
but had to postpone it due to the pandemic. This year,
they saw the volcano as an opportunity to make their
wedding more special. — spectacularly so!
“The whole idea was
very last-minute as we
then had four days to
find suits, polish our
rings, get Sumarliði’s
Serving the LGBTQ+ community of southern Alberta for three decades
hair cut, and meet with
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officiant,” they say.
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are protected, and these proposals mean nobody will
be subjected to coercive and abhorrent conversion
therapy.
“Alongside this legislation, we will make new
funding available to ensure that victims have better
access to the support they need.”
While “conversion therapy” has been discredited
by every major medical association, the “religious
right” — particularly in the United States — continues to promote the practice despite the increased risk
of suicide and depression by participants.
Meanwhile, the American Psychological Association has issued a new condemnation of attempts to
“cure” transgender people.
“There is a growing body of research that shows
that transgender or nonbinary gender identities are
normal variations in human expression of gender,”
said APA president Jennifer F. Kelly.
“Attempts to force people to conform with rigid
gender identities can be harmful to their mental
health and well-being.”

charge. Mother Nature is in charge,” said Birna
Hrönn Björnsdóttir of Pink Iceland.
“One of the security measures was to have a gas
measurement type of thing with us at all times.”
Then there was making the journey from where
they live in downtown Reykjavik to the mountainous, most southwestern part of the island nation.
While it’s possible to safely visit the eruption
area, that’s only at certain times and in a certain
manner.
There are no amenities near the location, no clear
paths, and the wind has to blow in a certain direction or else visitors will be hit with gases from the
eruption.
“The volcanic eruption site lies in a valley about
90 minutes from where we parked.
“So we hiked together in full hiking gear with
trekking poles and the whole nine yards,” the newlyweds explained.
“The hike was fun but we had to walk through a
snowstorm most of the way which stressed Sumarliði out, as he was terrified of freezing to death
once he’d changed into his wedding suit.”
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and everywhere
Whitehorse — Experts say Yukon’s new genderaffirming care policy is the most comprehensive of
its kind in Canada. The document, issued by the
territory's Insured Health and Hearing Services, has
expanded health-care coverage to include a comprehensive list of surgeries and procedures.
Chase Blodgett, president of All Genders Yukon
Society, said he was “shocked and pleasantly surprised” when he reviewed the new policy.
“It’s going to change the lives of so many people
in a positive manner,” Blodgett said. “It’s incredible to have the Yukon having gender-affirming
procedures coverage that is the most comprehensive in Canada and in North America.”
Some of the biggest changes include coverage for
facial feminization surgery — a procedure not
covered by any other province or territory in the
country — and access to vocal coaching.
“(This document) is going to profoundly remove
barriers to allow people to be treated and seen in
the general public for who they are,” Blodgett said.
The document has been in the works since 2019,

when the Yukon government started looking at
revising its strategy after receiving many requests
from medical professionals advocating on behalf of
their patients for better coverage.
Marguerite Fenske, acting director for Insured
Health and Hearing Services, said the influx of
requests was a “big sign” that something needed to
change.
Michelle Wolsky, a nurse practitioner with Yukon’s sexual health clinic, helped with the policy's
initial consultation. She said the clinic was seeing an
uptick in patients seeking gender-affirming care, but
the old policy was too specific and limiting to give
them the care they needed.
“Gender-affirming care is really more of a buffet.
It's not black and white,” Wolsky said. “It’s more of
a continuum of what people are looking for to affirm
their gender.”
She said procedures included in the new policy will
improve people’s mental health, citing a 2013 survey that found 43 per cent of transgender people had
attempted suicide in their lifetime.

Canada Reads competition
Toronto — A two-spirit “Indigiqueer” man is the
focus of a novel that’s been named Canada’s best
read for 2021.
Joshua Whitehead, a two-spirit scholar from
Peguis First Nation, portrays the unique experiences of young queer Indigenous people in his
first novel, “Jonny Appleseed.”
It’s the story of a two-spirit Indigiqueer man
who faces his past when he returns home to his
reserve for his stepfather’s funeral.
“This means the world to me,” Whitehead says.
“I’m holding this as a legacy and a fire to keep
burning for all Indigenous folks across Turtle
Island and I dedicate it to all missing and murdered Indigenous women, girls, and two-spirited
people and their families.
“I think the book is timely and needed for Canadian readers to see what it means for Indigenous peoples to be living under the weight of
ongoing settler colonialism, the ways in which
we have been harmed, injured profoundly, but
also the ways in which we are powerful beyond
measure and hold the highest registers of love for

communities, ourselves, and for this land we call
Turtle Island.”
The novel was one of five finalists in the annual Canada Reads competition, sponsored by
CBC Radio. Celebrity panelists advocated for
their chosen Canadian books, based on the
theme of “One Book to Transport Us.”
Mohawk filmmaker and actor Devery Jacobs
defended and presented a successful case
for Jonny Appleseed, published by Vancouver’s
Arsenal Pulp Press.
Jacobs made an emotional final argument.
“I felt a lot of pressure representing two-spirit
and Indigiqueer communities,” she said. “I’m
Mohawk. I’m also queer. But it’s so much bigger than myself, and I just feel so humbled and
so honoured to have been a part of this.”
“Jonny Appleseed” previously won the Lambda Literary Award for gay fiction, was on the
longlist for the 2018 Scotiabank Giller Prize,
and was shortlisted for the Governor General's
Literary Award for fiction and the Amazon
Canada First Novel Award.

Partner wins CN pension battle
Grace Harbour, N.L. — A Newfoundland man is
victorious after a long dispute with Canadian National Railway’s pension plan.
After “going public,” Ken Haire received an offer
letter from the railway, recognizing im as the common law spouse of Gerry Schwarz, a CN employee
for 30 years — and granting him a survivor pension for the rest of his life.
It also includes a lump sum for missed payments
in the nine years since Schwarz died, plus interest.
CN had rejected his claim to the money because
the company did not recognize same-sex relationships when Schwarz retired in 1991. It did not
include same-sex partners as eligible spouses until
1998.
That change was not made retroactive, but the
company said a review of how the policy affects
employees that retired prior to 1998 is underway.
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Haire fought off and on for nine years, quietly
trying to gain access to Schwarz's pension. He
admits he was crushed by their decision to deny
him because it devalued the relationship he shared
with Schwarz for more than 33 years.
“After all those years and all the people he had
worked with, they still didn’t acknowledge the fact
that Gerry and I were a couple,” he says.
"We were a couple in every sense of the word. It
really did hurt."
Prominent LGBTQ rights lawyer Doug Elliott
called CN's rejection “bigoted” and said the company had no legal leg to stand on.
A 2004 decision argued before the Supreme Court
of Canada made Canada Pension Plan survivor
benefits retroactive to 1985, when LGBT people
gained rights under the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms.

New homes for
LGBTQ singles
Vancouver — A 24-room single-room occupancy hotel is welcoming trans, gender diverse and two-spirit people here.
The Atira Women’s Resource Society will
operate the building, which is located in the
Downtown Eastside and the former Japantown area.
Homelessness Services and Affordable
Housing Programs managing director Celine
Mauboules says the project is designed to
provide residences for tenants from trans and
queer communities who are facing challenges
or barriers in finding safe, adequate and culturally appropriate housing, and who are
overrepresented among homeless populations.
Dr. Karina Zeidler, who serves trans and
gender diverse people, says supportive housing projects like these can help to prevent
negative impacts upon health.
“Trans people face systemic discrimination
and oppression, leading to increased rates of
poverty and homelessness,” Zeidler says.
“Access to stable housing improves health
outcomes and reduces barriers for those seeking gender-affirming medical and surgical
interventions.”

Montreal — The Superior Court of Quebec
has invalidated several articles of the Civil
Code of Quebec that discriminated against
trans and non-binary people.
In what advocates are calling a “historic human rights decision,” Justice Gregory Moore
ruled several pieces of the province’s Civil
Code were unconstitutional.
They included not allowing non-binary people
to change their sex on their Act of Birth record
to correspond to their gender identity.
The judge determined that “violates the dignity and equality rights of non-binary people.”
Moore also struck down other articles that
required non-binary parents to be identified as
either mother or father of a child, instead of
being referred to as parents in official records.

Saskatoon next
to ban ‘therapy’

Saskatoon — City council has voted to ban to
ban “conversion therapy “ in the community by
passing a bylaw prohibiting businesses from
providing the widely criticized treatment.
Conversion therapy is defined as a service
intended to change someone's sexual orientation or identity.
Ben Rodgers, who underwent conversion
therapy in Ontario, urged council to send a
message of support to LGBTQ2S+ members of
the community.
Many Canadian cities including Lethbridge,
Edmonton, Calgary and Vancouver have already passed similar bans, councillors were
reminded.
The federal government has also moved to
ban conversion therapy, promising changes to
the Criminal Code to criminalize aspects of it.
New legislation was approved in principle by
Parliament last October, but it’s unclear when
changes will come into effect.

5

Other views

Bonn — “If no other jurisdiction investigates, Germany is able and must be willing
to take over tasks, representing thereby
Europe and the international community.”
That’s the declaration by Wolfgang Kaleck, speaking for the European Center for
Constitutional and Human Rights.
“In an imperfect system of international
criminal justice, with an ICC (International
Criminal Court) with limited jurisdiction,
Germany attempts to guarantee that Europe is no safe haven for war criminals.”
Those comments came after five highranked Chechen leaders were cited in a
German criminal complaint for crimes
against humanity, responding to that country’s continuing anti-gay purges.
The case could be an historic case on
global LGBTQ human rights.
Four years after the first reports of gay
and bi men being tortured to death in
concentration camps in the semiautonomous Russian republic, the general
prosecutor has to decide whether to take
on a case based on a 97-page charge sheet
against members of Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov’s inner circle.
The charges reportedly include persecution, unlawful arrests, torture, sexual violence, and incitement to murder of at least
150 people due to their sexual orientation.
The organization European Center for
Constitutional and Human Rights submitted the rap sheet to the general prosecutor
in Karlsruhe. If it’s accepted, the Chechen
leaders it names will be arrested if they
ever enter Germany.
While the criminal charges may not lead
to prosecution if the defendants never go
to Germany, activists hope that the resulting investigation will help LGBTQ people
from Chechnya claim asylum in Europe.
“In states like Chechnya, where there is a
strong taboo around sexual identity, there
is usually very little information about the
situation of LGBTQ people,” says Patrick
Dörr, who works for Germany’s Lesbian
and Gay Federation.
“Any legal action that leads to a better
documentation of how strong people are
persecuted or protected can make a crucial
difference for an asylum application.”
In 2017, the Chechen government denied
the report — and Kadyrov’s office went so
far as to deny that any LGBTQ people live
in the country.
“You cannot arrest or repress people who
just don’t exist in the republic,” a Kadyrov
spokesperson said. “If such people existed
in Chechnya, law enforcement would not
have to worry about them, as their own
relatives would have sent them to where
they could never return.”
Many detention centres have been discovered as international pressure mounts
and protestors around the world demonstrate in solidarity with queer Chechens.
But the Trump administration reportedly
denied visas to LGBTQ people trying to
save their lives by escaping Chechnya.
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Editor’s view
We’re “waiting for the other shoe to drop.”
We’ve remembered our masks, scrubbed
our hands, tried hard to “social distance,”
and lined up to get our shots.
Since March 2020 we’ve also stopped
gathering with friends and family, we’ve
cancelled travel plans and almost become
hermits in our own homes.
Sadly, we may have lost touch with some
friends — or were unable to “be there” for
a family member or friend in distress.
But now we’ve been promised the “best
summer ever” in Alberta. Suddenly, we’re
told it will be safe to gather in crowds once
again. Even the Calgary Stampede, a potential “super spreader” in many Albertans’
view, could be up and running!
All we have to do, the premier says, is get
our vaccine “jabs” and boosters ASAP. And
then, life will return to “normal.”
We wish it was all that simple. In reality,

Canada is currently the only country in the world
with a program aimed specifically at helping LGBTQ
asylum seekers and refugees. But as the revealing
documentary Someone Like Me shows, the journey for
refugees and the Canadians who help settle them can
be a turbulent and complicated process.
Directed by Steve J. Adams and Sean Horlor and
produced by the National Film Board of Canada, Someone Like Me follows Drake, a vibrant 22-year
-old gay man from Uganda who leaves everything
behind to seek asylum in Vancouver.
A group of queer strangers unites to help settle him
through the banner of Rainbow Refugee, a non-profit
that connects LGBTQ asylum claimants with sponsors. But in the months following his arrival, both
Drake and members of Rainbow Refugee struggle
with big challenges — including a global pandemic.
“We were looking inward, and thinking about the
queer community and looking for stories that tell a
story about the queer community as it is now,” Adams
says.
They learned a lot of people were supporting organizations like Rainbow Refugee (in Vancouver) and
Rainbow Railroad in Toronto.
“We were seeing that there were groups of strangers
that were coming together to raise money and help
resettle people,” Adams says. “So we started to research it, and we started talking to different groups
and people who had been through the program, and
we just thought it was a very interesting and unique
story that exists in Canada.”
The specific story they focus on was the 12 month
commitment that people at Rainbow Refugee made to
help settle Drake in Vancouver. Adams and Horlor
did not meet Drake or any of the folks at Rainbow
Refugee beforehand. Many of the people in the group
helping Drake had never met before filming began.
And shortly after Drake arrived on the scene, several
serious conflicts arose about how to help him.
“Do you want us to film this?” the group members
were asked, “They replied, “No matter what happens,
this is such an important part of the process of people
learning a newcomer’s autonomy.
And then ... the pandemic hit. It threw the lives of
the film’s subjects and filming itself into chaos.

so many things could go wrong. That’s
how we found ourselves in the midst of a
global pandemic in the first place!
And so we applaud the efforts of Pride
Festival organizers across Canada to keep
most of their events ‘virtual’ — and safe!
June and July could turn into Phase 4 and
we don’t want to share the blame.
August? September? Those days seem a
long way away, as things sit now. Maybe
there will be opportunities for in-person
Pride events, with the pandemic halted.
If so, we’ll be delighted to publish a midsummer edition of The Occasion to let
everyone know the good news!
But until then, play safe! Travel if you
can — maybe take in a Pride event somewhere — but let’s remember those masks!
While short-term “progress” is uncertain,
we know better times are ahead. Then we
can celebrate Pride Fest like never before!

“We were trying to come up with a bunch of different ideas, and the one that stuck was getting iPhones
and bringing them to each of the subjects’ homes,”
Adams says. “We’d put questions with them. and
little scenes they might be able to film.”
That became a positive exercise — an activity that
really “kept all of them going.”
“It totally brought us together,” Adams says.
They also showed Drake around town.
“We got to take him to Davie Street and see him
see a gay neighbourhood for the first time and see
two guys holding hands and watch him just freak out
and get so excited.”
What resulted was a beautiful and unique film that
shows Drake’s journey along with the people at
Rainbow Refugee. It’s a process everyone involved
seems to now look back on fondly.
As Canadians watch the work that went into Someone Like Me at many film festivals across the nation
in the coming months, the directors hope viewers get
a better sense of how this special settlement process
works — and how many other people could help.
“As is mentioned in the film, only one out of 100
people who write to (Rainbow Refugee) get help,”
Horlor says. “You just hear these stories and it’s
heartbreaking. This is why we’re still volunteering
with them after this — we have a responsibility.”
“I hope people watch this and they have a better
sense of empathy for refugees and asylum seekers.
Their lives are not easy, and their problems aren’t
fixed when they arrive here.
“It’s not like a magic wand and, ‘Oh, you’re in
Canada, everything’s fine now.’ ”
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Healthcare refusals banned
Washington — The Biden administration has reversed a Trump-era policy that allowed healthcare
providers to discriminate against LGBTQ people if
they claimed a religious exemption.
The move reinstates Obamacare guidance and
expands it to include the recent Supreme Court
ruling that sex discrimination includes sexual orientation and gender identity.
“Fear of discrimination can lead individuals to
forgo care, which can have serious negative health
consequences,” the Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra said in a
statement. “Everyone – including LGBTQ people –
should be able to access healthcare, free from discrimination or interference, period.”

The Trump administration claimed protections
against sex discrimination only extended to “male or
female as determined by biology.” But just three
days after that rule was announced, the Supreme
Court ruled in Bostock v. Clayton County that the
ban on discrimination “because of sex” in Title VII
in the Civil Rights Act of 1964 includes antiLGBTQ discrimination when it comes to employment.
That landmark victory has affected how a broad
array of anti-discrimination protections apply to
LGBTQ people.
The policy was part of a larger Trump administration program of rolling back protections for LGBTQ
people enacted in the Obama administration.

Washington — President Joe Biden has renewed
his promises to legislate an Equality Act.
“I want every trans person, especially every trans
young person out there, to know I see you, I hear
you, and I’ll continue fighting for an America that
transgender people, like everyone else, can live in
and thrive in and succeed,” he said during a virtual
speech at this year’s National Cente for Transgender
Equality (NCTE) Trans Equality Now Awards.
Speaking on the Transgender Day of Visibility. the
president said “We have made significant progress
in securing the civil rights of LGBTQ+ Americans,
but we recognize that too many transgender people
still face systemic barriers to freedom and equality.
“Too many transgender Americans face violence,
harassment, and discrimination.”

“The crisis of violence
against transgender women
– especially transgender
women of color – is a stain
on our nation’s conscience.”
Biden also cited alarming
statistics on suicide and
homelessness. He also
touted work his administration has done in advancing trans rights, like signing
an executive order on his first day in office to extend
civil rights protections to LGBTQ people, end the
trans military ban, and the confirmation of Dr. Rachel Levine as assistant secretary of health, the highest ranking transgender U.S. official in history.

Washington — On his first full day on the job,
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin threw out one of
former President Trump’s worst policies: the ban on
transgender military personnel.
In overturning the old policy, Austin followed
through with his promise from his confirmation
hearing the week before.
“President Biden believes that gender identity
should not be a bar to military service, and that
America’s strength is found in its diversity,” the
White House said in an emailed statement. “This
question of how to enable all qualified Americans to
serve in the military is easily answered by recognizing our core values.
“America is stronger, at home and around the
world, when it is inclusive. The military is no exception.
“Allowing all qualified Americans to serve their
country in uniform is better for the military and
better for the country because an inclusive force is

a more effective force. Simply put, it’s the right
thing to do and is in our national interest.”
By lifting the ban, Austin followed through on
one of President Biden’s campaign promises — to
end the ban on his first day in office. But the delay
in having Austin approved as Defense Secretary
resulted in a five-day lag.
Along with Biden’s executive order fighting antiLGBTQ discrimination, the end of the ban sends a
loud and early signal about the administration’s
commitment to LGBTQ rights.
Trump imposed the ban via Tweet in 2017. “Our
military must be focused on decisive and overwhelming victory and cannot be burdened with the
tremendous medical costs and disruption that
transgender in the military would entail,” he said.
Opponents say the real reason Trump made the
move was to please his anti-LGBTQ base — and to
cancel yet another of President Obama’s many
human rights initiatives.

Washington — President Joe Biden’s
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) says it will investigate sexual orientation and gender
identity housing discrimination claims.
It’s also signaled it is looking into overturning one of the Trump administration’s many anti-transgender policies. I
The HUD says it will interpret the Fair
Housing Act’s ban on discrimination
based on sex to include anti-LGBTQ
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discrimination, and will investigate
claims made by LGBTQ people
dating back to Jan. 20, 2021.
Officials cite “a number of housing discrimination studies which
indicate that same-sex couples and
transgender persons… experience
demonstrably less favorable treatment than their straight and cisgender counterparts when seeking
rental housing.”

Washington — Secretary of State Antony Blinken says American embassies and diplomatic
missions can fly the Pride flag again — along
with as well as “other symbols connoting support
for LGBTQ rights based on what is ‘appropriate
in light of local conditions.’ ”
That’s a reversal of the Trump administration’s
ban on embassies flying the rainbow flag, which
even resulted in former Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo forcing the U.S. embassy in Seoul, South
Korea to take down its Pride flag.
It’s seen as a “blanket” authorization giving all
outposts permission to display pro-LGBTQ insignia on or before May 17, the International Day
Against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia.

Magnus to head
border services

Tuscon, Ariz. — President Joe Biden has nominated the police chief who is believed to be the
first gay police chief to get married in the U.S., to
lead Customs and Border Protection.
Tuscon Police Chief Chris Magnus made national headlines for his support for the Black
Lives Matter movement and for his criticisms of
former President Donald Trump’s immigration
policies. Biden’s choice of Magnus to be the next
commissioner of CBP signals his intent on changing the culture of the key agency charged with
enforcing trade, customs, and immigration laws.
While Magnus was police chief in Richmond,
Calif. from 2006 to 2015 he was credited with
hiring more women and minorities, increasing
communication between the police and the community, and increasing police accountability.

Kids become citizens
Washington — The Biden administration has
ended a Trump-era policy that denied American
citizenship to same-sex couple’s children born in
another country via surrogacy or in vitro fertilization.
The Trump administration classified the children as “born out of wedlock” to deny them
citizenship.
Trump’s officials were sued by many couples
who ran into roadblocks re-entering the country
with their children. The State Department lost
each case -- but continued to enforce the Trump
administration’s punitive policies.
But now, parents of a child born abroad to a
U.S. citizen can go to a U.S. embassy and get
their child’s U.S. citizenship recorded and a U.S.
passport issued.

Want to enjoy reading

in COLOUR?

Download your copy of The Occasion
from our new web link:

www.theoccasionnewsletter.ca

7

Breaking NEWS

Tokyo — A Japanese court has ruled that the
country’s ban on same-sex marriage is unconstitutional. While the ruling is being celebrated, it
doesn’t mean that weddings can begin.
Four more cases are working their way through
the system and the decision by the Sapporo District Court is expected to influence the outcomes.
The court ruled that sexual orientation, like race,
is not a matter of individual preference and therefore denying same-sex couples the same benefits
as straight couples is unconstitutional.
“Legal benefits stemming from marriages should
equally benefit both homosexuals and heterosexuals,” the court wrote in the ruling, saying the
prohibition violates the constitutional ban
“because of race, creed, sex, social status or family origin.”
Japan is the only G7 country that still bans same
-sex marriage couples; they can’s inherit their
partner’s estate and have no parental rights to
children.
Marriages performed abroad are not recognized
by the government, causing visa issues for binational couples and tourists.

Many ‘firsts’
for mayor, 23

Bangor, Wales — “When I came out two years
ago I was so worried I’d be ostracized by my
community or worse,” says Owen Hurcum.
Instead, community members voted him mayor.
At 23, he’s the youngest-even mayor of Bangor,
a Welsh city of about 16,000.
“Today my community elected me Mayor of our
great City,” he tweeted. “Youngest ever Mayor in
Wales. The first ever openly Non-Binary Mayor
of any city anywhere.”
Hurcum self-identifies as “agender” and
“genderqueer.”
“Beyond humbled,” they added. “Diolch Bangor.” “Diolch” is Welsh for “thank you.”
Hurcum was elected last year as deputy mayor.
Prior to that, they were a city councillor for four
years, ever since running as a college student.

Anchorage — For years, state officials running
Alaska’s Permanent Fund failed to provide samesex couples their entitled benefits. In particular,
they would not issue two “oil wealth” cheques —
an energy resource dividend distributed to citizens of Alaska annually by constitutional order.
But now, after years of litigation brought by
Alaska resident Denali Smith and three others, the
state has agreed to treat marriages between samesex couples equally.
That comes years after the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled in favour of marriage equality, with all
marriages treated equally.
Officials with the Permanent Fund Dividend
Division didn’t pay the same dividends to samesex married couples citing a federal law until
2019, when the lawsuit was filed. Now the state
has pledged to update their regulations.
Most citizens living in Alaska and intent on
remaining there longer than a year are eligible. In
2020, each cheque was worth about $992 (U.S.).
per person.
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Earlier in the week, a
member of Daði og
Gagnamagnið
tested
positive for Covid-19
and the group was

Rotterdam — The new pansexual flag made its
debut at this year’s Eurovision Song Contest.
Backup singer Hulda Kristín Kolbrúnardóttir — a
member of Iceland’s entry in the long-running event
— waved the magenta, yellow and cyan flag as the
group greeted the world during semifinal sessions.
Daði og Gagnamagnið was Iceland’s entry into the
widely viewed competition. It’s believed theirs was
the first band to wave the flag during the show.
The Eurovision contest has been broadcast annually since 1951, becoming an entertainment institution
in Europe. Each year, countries in the European
Broadcasting Area – which includes Europe and also
neighbouring countries like Israel and Morocco –
enter a singer or a band in the competition to represent their nation in the realm of pop music.
Eurovision has become a launching pad for such
mega-stars as Abba and Julio Iglesias. Though she’s
Canadian, Celine Dion became the Swiss entry in
1988.

barred from performing live at the contest. Instead, a recording of their rehearsal performance
was used.
“I’m healthy,” dancer Jóhann Sigurður Jóhannsson reported on social media. “It’s difficult because we’ve worked so hard and I really wanted
this and it’s been so long in the making.”
“We’re really proud of our rehearsal
[performance] and I’m hoping we will make
Icelanders proud and make our supporters
proud.”
Last year’s Eurovision was cancelled as the
first wave of the Covid-19 pandemic swept
across the world.

Helena, Montana — Anybody can discriminate
against LGBTQ people in Montana now — so long
as they claim it’s for religious reasons! Governor
Greg Gianforte signed the new “Montana Religious
Freedom Restoration Act,” legalizing discrimination
by people who claim their religious liberties are
“substantially burdened.”
The leader of one anti-LBGTQ “hate group” quickly praised members of the Republican-controlled
legislative body for rolling back civil rights.
Earlier, Montana Lt. Governor Kristen Juras said
during debate over the bill that it “is not a license to
discriminate against the LGBTQ.”
But the American Civil Liberties Union of Montana
says it not only believes the law will lead to discrimination against LGBTQ people, “we know” it will.
“There is no doubt that discriminatory laws like
this will harm people, especially trans youth who
just want to live their best lives without the government telling them what they can and cannot do,” said

Caitlin Borgmann, the group’s executive director.
He promises “We will fight them in court until
they are no longer part of our beautiful state.”
Alphonso David, president of the Human Rights
Campaign, says the law will “generate serious
consequences for all Montanans.”
It “will have a significant impact on vulnerable
communities in Montana — including people of
faith, women, and LGBTQ people,” he warns.
“It will also jeopardize Montana businesses that
voted for Governor Gianforte with the hopes of
getting the state’s economy back on track.”
But Tony Perkins, president of the Family Research Council — a designated anti-LGBTQ hate
group by the Southern Poverty Law Center — has
praised Gianforte for signing the bill and said “it
will be used in every case.”
He called the bill’s opponents “leftist activists”
and claimed there is no evidence of LGBTQ discrimination on the basis of religion in Montana.

Pride
events
return in
Sydney

Sydney — Thousands gathered
inside the city’s cricket park for the
annual Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras.
Revellers usually line the streets for
a huge parade but plans were altered
this year over Covid-19 concerns.
Some 36,000 attended the stadium
event instead, though a small protest
march also took place on the usual
parade route after an exemption was
issued by health officials.
The main event was the 43rd Mardi
Gras parade held in the city, with
about 5,000 taking part in what plan-

Copenhagen — LEGO has announced its first-ever
rainbow set, just in time for Pride celebrations.
The Danish toymaker will launch a new set called
“Everyone is Awesome” which will feature 11 monochromatic, non-gendered figurines that come together to form a rainbow with black and brown
stripes and the transgender flag colours.
“I wanted to create a model that symbolizes inclusivity and celebrates everyone, no matter how they
identify or who they love,” said LEGO set designer
Matthew Ashton.
He originally designed the set just to display on his
desk at work, but when the company had the idea to
do a Pride set he presented it.
“Growing up as an LGBTQ+ kid – being told what
I should play with, how I should walk, how I should

ners promised would be “a stunning and
sparkling showcase of LGBTQI+ culture
and community.”
This year’s theme was “Rise,” which
organizers say responded to “the challenge
and hardship” of the last year.
Many of the marchers also had political
messages, including calls for transgender
and sex worker rights.
While gatherings of thousands are unthinkable in much of the world these days,
the state of New South Wales had gone 48
days without local coronavirus transmission.

talk, what I should wear – the message I always
got was that somehow I was ‘wrong,’” he said.
“Trying to be someone I wasn’t was exhausting. I
wish, as a kid, I had looked at the world and
thought: ‘This is going to be OK, there’s a place
for me.’ I wish I’d seen an inclusive statement that
said, ‘Everyone is awesome.”
The people in the set don’t come with faces or
clothes painted on them and they aren’t being
assigned genders by the company. Instead, they are
supposed to “express individuality, while remaining ambiguous,” and created with different hair
styles and colours.
Except for the purple one. Ashton says. She is
featured to be “a clear nod to all the fabulous drag
queens out there.”
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