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    A citizens’ petition launched in Leth-
bridge has helped ensure greater safety to 
young LGBTQ people across the nation. 
   Canada has become the latest country to 
ban “conversion therapy,” with legislation 
passed in the House of Commons and the 
Senate in December proclaimed as law in 
early January. 
  “When E-Petition 1833 launched Sept. 20, 2018, I 
had full confidence our government would do the 
right thing,” commented Lethbridge activist Devon 
Hargreaves, who initiated the petition. 
  “Today is a historic day for Canada; not only for 
LGBTQ2+ rights, but for human rights,” he said 
when the protective legislation became law. 
   The Commons erupted into a scene of cheers and 
cross-party hugs after MPs unanimously adopted a 
motion presented by Conservative justice critic Rob 
Moore to fast-track the passage of the Liberal gov-
ernment’s bill banning conversion therapy. 
  Later in the month, members of the Senate gave 
speedy approval to the legislation as well. 
  “There are clearly people in the Conservative cau-
cus who exercised a great deal of leadership on the 

 

  The International Olympic Committee has re-
leased new guidelines for transgender participation 
in elite sports that activists and athletes alike are 
hailing as a massive victory for trans equality. 
  The “IOC Framework On Fairness, Inclusion And 
Non-Discrimination On The Basis Of Gender 
Identity And Sex Variations”  identifies 10 princi-
ples that it asks sporting organizations follow.  
  Those principles – developed after two years of 
consultations with over 250 athletes and other 
“concerned stakeholders” – include inclusion, 
prevention of harm, non-discrimination, right to 
privacy, and – perhaps most notably – no presump-
tion of advantage. 
  “No athlete should be precluded from competing 
or excluded from competition on the exclusive 
ground of an unverified, alleged, or perceived 
unfair competitive advantage due to their sex varia-
tions, physical appearance and/or transgender 
status,” it says, adding that no athlete should be 
deemed as having an unfair advantage unless 
“robust and peer reviewed research” finds other-
wise.  
  Trans Canadian Olympic soccer star Quinn calls 
the new framework “groundbreaking,”  saying that 
it “reflects what we know to be true – that athletes  

    

Kiss-a-thon proves point 

  It’s  become a Lethbridge tradition. This year’s 
mid-winter cabaret — now known as Quaint, 
Quirky and QUEER — is planned for Saturday, 
Feb. 26 in the Sterndale Bennett Theatre 
  Producer Jay Whitehead has sent out the invita-
tion for all members of the queer community to 
consider sharing their talent. He’s hoping for 
monologues, short films, dance, theatrical scenes . 
. . whatever people would enjoy presenting. 

  For details, see Page 3 
  Check for tickets online at TheatreOutre.ca  — 
and as expected during the pandemic, plans are 
subject to fluctuating provincial regulations.

  Victoria — The British Columbia government 
says gender markers on provincial identification 
cards can now be changed without the confirma-
tion of a doctor or psychologist. 
  Grace Lore, parliamentary secretary for gender 
equity, says the change will reduce a barrier that 
two-spirit, transgender, non-binary and gender-
diverse people face when trying to change their 
identification documents. 
  Citizens' Services Minister Lisa Beare says the 
change follows the introduction in 2018 of "X'' as 
a third, non-specific gender option for govern-
ment identification. 
  B.C.'s gender equity office and the ministries of 
Health and Citizens' Services say in a statement 
that the change also follows the earlier removal of 
a requirement that an individual must have sur-
gery before changing their birth certificate. 
  The province says adults must complete an 
application form to change their gender designa-
tion. Youth between the ages of 12 and 19 must 
also provide proof of support from a parent or 
guardian, while confirmation from a physician or 
psychologist is still required for children aged 11 
and younger. 

Mexico have featured straight couples kissing. 
  Organizers of the kiss-in encouraged people to 
make out while  celebrating love and affection. 
  “I think that this event creates consciousness,” 
said Androx Bondage, a drag performer who 
attended the protest. 
  “We are in the 21st century, and I think it’s 
foolish that today there are still people who 
discriminate and can be homophobic towards 
gay people,” Bondage added. “I believe we are 
an open-minded generation and there shouldn’t 
be a place for that mentality today.” 

  Mexico City -- LGBTQ activists and allies per-
suaded the Six Flags amusement park here to drop 
its policy against “affectionate behavior.”  
  They held a kiss-a-thon protest in support of a gay 
couple harassed by guards for kissing in public. 
  “(The park director) told us that in general all dis-
plays of affection were prohibited and that it was in 
the regulations,” ativists reported. But straight cou-
ples were not asked to comply. 
  “We reviewed the regulations with him and that 
paragraph does not appear,” the activists found. 
  A Twitter user pointed out that Six Flags’ ads in  

like me and my peers participate in sports with-
out any inherent advantage, and that our human-
ity deserves to be respected.” 
  The framework also does not include any 
hormone level requirements, as they have in the 
past, and they emphasize that there must be 
measures to “make sporting environments and 
facilities welcoming to people of all gender 
identities.” 
  The mental and physical health of athletes 
should be prioritized, it said. 
  The guidelines also say that no athlete should 
undergo invasive testing targeted at determining 
their sex or gender identity and that no sports 
organization should pressure or require an ath-
lete “to undergo medically unnecessary proce-
dures or treatment to meet eligibility criteria.” 
  In the report’s introduction, the IOC acknowl-
edged that it is not in a position to determine 
eligibility requirements for individual sports, 
but said these principles should provide the 
appropriate guidelines for sporting bodies to do 
so on their own. 
  It emphasized that sports organizations’ ap-
proaches should be “grounded on the respect for 
internationally recognized human rights.” 

saw the Liberals returned to power — Conserva-
tives including Lethbridge MP Rachael (Harder) 
Thomas had voted against the proposed legisla-
tion. Moore’s motion calling for unanimous 
approval apparently caught the dissenters by 
surprise, with none calling for debate. 
  “I think political people in this country do not 
want to be on the record any more opposing 
LGBTQ issues because they’re fundamental 
human rights,” noted Tourism Minister Randy 
Boisonnault, a gay MP from Edmonton. 
  “We said that we wanted people to be on the 
right side of history … nobody can consent to 
torture, and so I think that message got drilled 
home by leaders in the Conservative party.” 

issue, and I thank them 
sincerely,” Justice Mini
-ster David Lametti said 
after the surprise Con-
servative motion. 
  “They have done a 
very important thing for 
Canadians.” 
  Earlier in the year — 
before the fall election  

https://stillmed.olympics.com/media/Documents/News/2021/11/IOC-Framework-Fairness-Inclusion-Non-discrimination-2021.pdf?_ga=2.164888760.664367498.1637157651-756298485.1637157651
https://stillmed.olympics.com/media/Documents/News/2021/11/IOC-Framework-Fairness-Inclusion-Non-discrimination-2021.pdf?_ga=2.164888760.664367498.1637157651-756298485.1637157651
https://stillmed.olympics.com/media/Documents/News/2021/11/IOC-Framework-Fairness-Inclusion-Non-discrimination-2021.pdf?_ga=2.164888760.664367498.1637157651-756298485.1637157651
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Chile approves 
marriage equality 

  Santiago — Chile has passed marriage 
equality legislation and will become the 
31st country in the world to legalize same-
sex marriages. The new law also updates 
some existing ones to include LGBTQ 
couples and removes other restrictions. 
  The new law removes restrictions on 
same-sex couples around parentage, adop-
tion rights, and assisted reproduction. It 
also removes a requirement that 
transgender people get divorced before 
having their gender legally recognized. 
  Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, and Uruguay have already enact-
ed marriage equality. 

China deletes 

queer websites 
  Beijing — WeChat, China’s largest social 
media platform, has deleted dozens of 
LGBTQ-related accounts run by non-
governmental organizations and student 
groups. While the platform said these 
accounts “violated” the platform’s policies, 
it provided no further details, raising fears 
of a growing crackdown on LGBTQ 
groups and content in the country. 
  “After receiving relevant complaints, all 
content has been blocked and the account 
has been suspended,” the platform told 
users of pro-LGBTQ accounts. Their pages 
– many of which were run by students at 
China’s largest universities – now lead to 
blanks pages that say “unnamed.” 

  Paris —France’s legislature has passed a 
sweeping ban on conversion therapy, as 
politicians from both houses of govern-
ment agreed to wording for the law. 
  The National Assembly – the lower house 
– unanimously voted for the law in Octo-
ber, and the French senate voted 305 to 28 
in favor of the ban before year’s end. 
  The bill bans all “practices, behaviours, 
and repeated statements with the intent of 
modifying or repressing a person’s real or 
perceived sexual orientation or gender 
identity, and having the effect of a material 
alteration to their mental or physical 
health.” 
  It carries a potential penalty of two years 
in prison and €30,000 in fines, increasing 
to three years in prison and €45,000 if the 
victim is a minor or otherwise considered 
“vulnerable.” 

  “Above all, it means emphasizing pro-
jects like infrastructure improvements, 
public transit enhancements, adaptations 
for accessibility,” 
  Ravencroft spoke out during the cam-
paign about being the target of harass-
ment and death threats related to her 
gender identity. 
  Instead of being dissuaded, she said she 
was encouraged by the outpouring of 
support. 
  “I never entertained the idea of dropping 
out because I don’t want to be shown that 
this kind of thing will make me walk 
away from it,” she added. 

   St. John’s, N.L. — Historic St. John’s 
has made history again, electing its 
first  transgender councillor. 
  Ophelia Ravencroft, an academic and a 
non-binary woman, was elected as the 
capital city’s representative for Ward 2.    
  “I believe that, above all else, good gov-
ernments should amplify the voices of 
their most vulnerable citizens, listening to 
their needs and granting them key priori-
ty,” Ravencroft told electors. 
  “This means that government should 
actively work for everyone — not just big 
business, cultural elites, or the well-
connected few. 

618 3rd Ave. S. 

 
403-327-4555 

  Canadians selected seven LGBTQ candidates in 

last fall’s federal election — up from four in 2019. 
  Randall Garrison will be serving his fourth term as MP 

for Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke, the B.C. riding he first won 

back in 2011. 

  Garrison has a long history serving LGBTQ2S+ Canadi-
ans: in 2013, he tabled private member’s bill C-279, 
which would have added gender identity and expression 
as legally protected grounds against discrimination. Code. 
He has also served as the NDP’s LGBTQ+ SOGIE 
(sexual orientation and gender identity and expression) 
spokesperson. 
  Rob Oliphant will be serving his fourth term as Liberal 
MP in the Toronto riding of Don Valley West. Oliphant 
was first elected in 2008 and served a term as MP before 
leaving office for the private sector; he returned to federal 
politics. In 2019, he served as the parliamentary secretary 
to the minister of foreign affairs. 
  It’s now the third term for Seamus O’Regan, a Liberal 
MP from Newfoundland and Labrador. First elected in 
2015, O’Regan served a number of roles in the Liberal 
cabinet, including minister of veterans’ affairs and minis-
ter of Indigenous services. Before the election call, O’Re-
gan was minister of natural resources. 
  Randy Boissonnault returns as Liberal member from 
Edmonton Centre, after losing his seat in 2019. First elect-
ed in 2015, Boissonnault was appointed special advisor to  

Two-Spirit Council for Canada 
  “I’m hoping that this is the start of a movement where 
two-spirited people, gay, trans and all of these people 
are included in leadership decisions,” he said. “And 
what a beautiful thing that will be.” 
  Cindy Woodhouse, the AFN's Manitoba regional chief, 
applauded the decision made by the chiefs. 
  “I think it’s great. We need to be inclusive of all peo-
ple, women and youth and men and LGBTQ. It’s a good 
balance,” she said. 
  “When there’s diversity, it’s better for any organiza-
tion, because that’s where the best ideas come from.” 

 

  Winnipeg — The Assembly of First Nations special 
chiefs assembly has adopted a resolution to create a two-
spirit council, and leaders hope it will create space for 
more inclusive governance at all levels. 
  The chiefs say the new council as a “recognized principal 
organ:with a role similar to the elders’, women’s and 
youth councils in the organization’s governance structure. 
  Brent Bissaillion is the chief of Serpent River First Na-
tion near Sudbury. He’s two-spirited and said he hopes 
other First Nations governance organizations can follow 
the AFN's lead on being more inclusive. 

Harvey Milk honoured by Navy 

 

the Prime Minister on LGBTQ2 Issues one year into 
his term as MP. In that role, he helped usher 
through legislation that enshrined protections for 
trans and gender nonconforming Canadians in the 
Criminal Code and Human Rights Act. 
  He also played a role in issuing an apology to for-
mer government workers affected by the “gay purge” 
in Ottawa in the 1950s to 1970s. 
  First elected in 2019, the Conservatives’ Eric Dun-
can is returning to his southern Ontario riding as MP 
for a second term. Duncan became the unofficial 
LGBTQ2S+ spokesperson for the Conservative Party 
after his win in 2019 as the only openly gay Tory in 
caucus. 
  Blake Desjarlais made history this election, becom-
ing Canada’s first Two-Spirit MP elected to Parlia-
ment. A Métis/Cree man raised in the Fishing Lake 
Métis Settlement northeast of Edmonton, Desjarlais is 
one of just two LGBTQ2S+ first-time candidates to 
win their seat. 
  Before entering federal politics, he served as direc-
tor of public and national affairs for the Métis Settle-
ments General Council. Now he represents the Ed-
monton-Giesbrecht. 
  And first-timer Melissa Lantsman, elected in To-
ronto, is now the only openly queer woman in the 
new Parliament. She’s a former communications 
advisor to former prime minister Stephen Harper. 

  San Diego -- The United States Navy christened the 
USNS Harvey Milk, officially unveiling the newly built 
underway replenishment oiler. 
  The ship is named after the famous activist who became 
one of the first gay elected officials in the U.S. when he 
became a San Francisco City Supervisor. Milk was previ-
ously a Navy officer who was forced to resign after his 
superiors found out he was gay. 
  “Harvey was a beacon of hope not just for LGBTQ 
people, but all Americans. Now, this ship will serve as a 
symbol of hope for the world to see,” said Todd Gloria, 
the out mayor of San Diego. 

   Milk was killed in office by assas-
sin Dan White in 1978. 
   Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del 
Toro admitted, “For far too long, 
sailors like Lt. Milk were forced 
into the shadows or, worse yet, 
forced out of our beloved Navy. 

 “That injustice is part of our Navy history, but so is the 
perseverance of all who continue to serve in the face of 
injustice.” 
  Earlier, Milk was honoured by the U.S. Post Office. 

https://www.parl.ca/LEGISinfo/BillDetails.aspx?billId=5122660&View=10&Language=E
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/28/world/canada/canada-apology-gay-purge-compensation.html
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   Carels, who identi-
fies as bisexual, says 
passersby pelted him 
with eggs and called 
him names on the 
first night he visited, 
but he considers the 
protests a highlight of 

  Earlier, it was a Whyte Avenue corner where 
street preachers told passers-by they’ll be going to 
hell. But now it’s been reclaimed — by members of 
Edmonton’s queer community. 
  Since last summer, members and allies of Edmon-
ton's LGBT community have been gathering at the 
104th Street corner to protest what they say are 
homophobic messages from those preachers. 
  As the self-appointed preachers shout about re-
penting sins, the protesters dance to loud music and 
wave rainbow flags and signs. 
  Now many are hoping for official recognition for 
“Pride Corner.” A petition to that effect gained 
thousands of signatures, seeking support from city 
officials as well as the Old Strathcona Business 
Association. 
  “The fact that it could be recognized as a place of 
community, a safe ground, a safe space, is awe-
some,” says Claire Pearen, who helped establish the 
weekly protests. 
  James Carels, a 16-year-old Strathcona High 
School student, turned up every Friday night for a 
number of months. 
  “I want to make sure that everybody feels wel-
come here, no matter who they are,” he says. 

New productions at Theatre Outre  

   

‘Pie day’ celebrated 

again March 14 
  Apple, cherry, pumpkin — everyone 
loves pie! So potentially thousands will be 
sliced across Canada on March 14. 
  Yes, mathematically, pi is 3.14. But now 
March 14 has greater significance as  mem
-bers, friends and allies of the United 
Church of Canada and Affirm United 
reconfirm their support of the many 
LGBTQ communities across our nation. 
  “PIE” stands for their “Public, Intentional 
and Explicit” statement of belief that all 
people are created equal in God’s sight. 
  This year’s theme is “Everyone Gets A 
Slice!” 
  Each Affirming congregation—including 
McKillop United in Lethbridge — will 
mark the occasion in  its own way. There 
are now 36 Affirming congregations in 
Alberta and more than 100 across Western 
Canada and the northern territories. 

Cab performers, 

step forward! 
  Outre Theatre producer Jay Whitehead is 
inviting prospective performers to sign up 
for this year’s Quaint, Quirky and QUEER 
cabaret.  
  Music, comedy, dance and short drama 
items are usually part of the evening’s 
entertainment. But he’s also hoping for 
monologues, poetry, short films and more. 
  The content, he points out, should relate 
to issues with gender and sexuality. All 
interested should contact Whitehead at 
Outre before  Feb. 12. 
  The show is set for Feb. 26 at the Stern-
dale Bennett Theatre in the Yates Centre. 
Tickets: check TheatreOutre.ca 

PrideFest hoping 

for ‘all clear!’ 
  Remember the excitement during our 
Pride Parades, the enjoyable afternoons 
(Party in the Park) which followed, and 
then the gala dance that evening? 
  Board members of Lethbridge Pride Fest 
certainly do — and they’re hoping to bring 
those happy times back this summer. 
  But while tentatively making plans for 
this summer, they’re acutely aware of how 
quickly the virus and health officials’ 
response to it can change. 
  If experts decide we’ve beat the virus 
before long, Pride Fest could be a go! If 
not, possibly some virtual events and 
scaled-back celebrations could happen. 
  Or? Maybe we’ll be waiting for 2023! 
  Our next edition of The Occasion will let 
readers know what’s planned, and what the 
board considers too risky. 
  We’ll get back to you later this spring! 

  A new year brings new shows from Theatre Outre. 
  On Jan. 29, the theatre company’s “signature 
event,” Naked Monologues returns for “another 
poignant instalment.”  
  The adults-only evening at Didi’s Playhaus will 
feature monologues, poetry, music, spoken words, 
confessionals and more — and they’ll all be present-
ed in a person’s  most vulnerable state: Nude. 
  Seating is limited; tickets are available online. 
  Then from Feb. 26 to March 6, it’s an all-ages visit 
with Elmer, The Sissy Duckling. He’s described as a  
“happy, zany fellow that walks to the beat of his 
own drum.”  
  But sometimes Elmer struggles to fit in. When the 
other ducklings play baseball, he’d prefer to bake a 
cake. Or maybe he’d rather put on a puppet show 
instead of building a fort.  He loves to do these 
things, but it can get a bit lonely when you’re often 
playing alone. It can be even lonelier if someone 
calls you a sissy…  

  But Elmer is tough and caring and smart, and he's 
about to teach his family — and his entire flock — 
that being different is A-Okay! 
  Elmer will be staged at Casa, with tickets on sale 
though the TheatreOutre.ca website. 
  Earlier — for the curious —  Outre also posted a Jan, 
22 event at the Playhaus, It was Bibliotheque Pierogi? 
“une voyage a l'avant garde.” 
  Audience memberts are reminded that capacity at 
Didi is limited to 25, with advance tickets sales only. 
  There’s currently assigned seating for ticket-holders, 
there’s no food or beverage service, and audience 
members as well as volunteers required to wear masks 
at all times. 
  Proof of vaccination and wellness screening is also 
required. 
  But as an alternative, Didi is video streaming its 
weekly shows, by donation.  
  Alberta’s pandemic precautions, including use of QR 
code identification, are also in place at Casa.  

his week. People support each other and offer water 
and snacks to homeless youth, he adds. 
  Pearen says some street preachers have started pack-
ing up and leaving the corner earlier than they used to, 
but others have become more confrontational. 
  She says street preachers have told her she will die, 
go to hell and burn forever if she does not repent her 
sins. Pearen says she and fellow protesters have tried 
but failed to have productive conversations with the 
street preachers. She reports she has offered to go for 
coffee with them if they agree not to talk about God, 
but they have refused. 
  Regular attendee Douglas Parsons said the group 
recognizes the preachers have freedom of speech. 
  “But it’s not freedom of speech without consequenc-
es,” he points out. 

  Vancouver has become a new home for people 
from around the world  — and not just for 
the  quality of life and scenic beauty. 
  For many members of the LGBTQ community, 
it’s also where they've found a chance at a dignified 
life. People who were shunned in their birthplac-
es for wanting to express their authentic selves, or 
seek have moved in — and stayed. 
  While Canada provides them with a place where 
they can marry their same-sex partner, Vancouver 
can provide them with a community that not only 
accepts them, but celebrates them. 
  But soon, some experience racism. 
  “It’s white people who are the gatekeepers. They 
decide what’s acceptable or not,” says Sasha Mark, 
a Cree-Métis stand-up comedian and member of 
Vancouver’s gay community. 
  “When we think of like nightclubs and clubs and 
spaces, a lot of folks feel really left out. And then 
also on the online world, especially on the queer 
dating apps, there is just a lot of blatant racism on 
those.”   
   Norma Lize is a transgender activist who moved 
to Vancouver from Lebanon as a refugee in 2018. 
She says she has faced a lot of online racism since 
coming to Canada, as well as app users fetishizing 
her because of her race. 

  “You are something that, oh my gosh, we only think 
about in our dreams or in our fantasies,” he says. 
  Imtiaz Popat, co-ordinator of the Muslim queer group 
Salaam, said the city does have many LGBTQ commu-
nity members and allies who do not perpetuate racism. 
But discrimination against BIPOC members is an 
ongoing issue — sometimes with fatal consequences. 
  “You have a situation where you can have abusive 
relationships because one has more power than the 
other, or you can have date rape or you have missing 
men happening all over the place and murdered. 
  “It’s mostly people who are racialized or Indigenous 
or Black who are the ones who will end up missing,” 
says Popat, adding that LGBTQ people can be hesitant 
to call police for help because, historically, police 
“have been not our friends.” 
  Lize, who lives in the heart of the West End, says 
she experienced racism after moving to Vancouver.  
  “I was on the dating apps when I moved here, I felt 
that the community here is very white, white-oriented. 
If you are not as white as everyone else, you will al-
ways be ‘othered,’” Lize said. 
  That meant she was perceived as someone who didn’t 
understand Canadian culture, someone who was not 
born here or someone to be exoticised, she says. 
  But she’s hoping Vancouver can become more inclu-
sive and more tolerant of diversity. 
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Here, there . . . 

  Toronto — Canadian comedian Candy 
Palmater has died at age 53, her partner 
and manager reported on Christmas day. 
  Denise Tompkins said Palmater died 
peacefully at home in Toronto. Cause of 
death wasn't immediately known. 
  According to social media posts, she had 
been ill for several weeks and was recently 
discharged from hospital. 
Palmater, a member of the Mi'kmaw Na-
tion in New Brunswick, was known for her 
bold feminist humour and fronted her own 
radio and television shows. 
She created and hosted the award-
winning The Candy Show on APTN, was a 
regular co-host on CTV's afternoon talk 
show The Social and acted in various 
shows, including Trailer Park Boys. 
Palmater was also a frequent CBC person-
ality, hosting The Candy Palmater Show 
on CBC Radio One, narrating the CBC-
TV series True North Calling and being a 
panellist on CBC Canada Reads in 2017. 
  “Candy was an incredible talent but also 
a truly special person,” said CBC News 
general manager Susan Marjetti. "It is such 
a loss. Another light has gone out in the 
world today.” 
  Palmater once described herself as “a 
gay, native, recovered-lawyer-turned-
feminist-comic who was raised by bikers 
in the wilds of northern New Brunswick.” 
She lived in Halifax for almost three dec-
ades, where she studied law, worked as a 
lawyer and for the Nova Scotia govern-
ment. 

Astronaut Ride 

feted on quarter 
  Washington —Pioneering astronaut Sally 
Ride will become the first out LGBTQ 
person to appear on U.S, women to appear 
in the new “American Women Quarters 
Program.” 
  Ride will join poet Maya Angelou, Asian 
American actress Anna May Wong, Cher-
okee Nation leader Wilma Mankiller, and 
suffragette Nina Otero-Warren on the 
series of coins. 
  Ride, who in 1983 became the first 
American woman in space, died of cancer 
in 2012. Her sexual orientation was not 
widely known until her death, at which 
time her obituary revealed she was sur-
vived by her female partner of 27 years. 
  In 2013, President Obama awarded her a 
posthumous  Medal of Freedom. 

  Rochester, N.Y. —  Betty White, beloved actress, 
comedian and gay icon, died on New Year’s Eve at 99. 
  The endlessly witty and hilarious White spent decades 
upon decades captivating audiences, only growing funni-
er and more unstoppable as she aged. 
  For White, aging never seemed like a limitation. At 88, 
she was posing with hunky men for a 2011 calendar to 
benefit the Morris Animal Foundation. 
  In her nineties, she was hosting Saturday Night 
Live and playing pranks on young people as host of the 
show, Betty White’s Off Their Rocker. 
  White is perhaps best known for playing Rose Nylund 
on the hit NBC sitcom, The Golden Girls, but she had a 
long, barrier-breaking career both before and after she 
landed that role in 1985. 
  In the 1970s, White won two Emmys for her portrayal 
of Sue Ann Nivens on The Mary Tyler Moore Show. 
In 1983, she became the first woman to win a Daytime 
Emmy for Outstanding Game Show Host, ironically for 
a show called Just Men!  
  Before hosting thea show, White had spent years ap-
pearing on a variety of competition shows, earning her 
the moniker, “The First Lady of Game Shows.” 
In the 1950s, she also became the first woman to both 
produce and star in a sitcom when she portrayed the 
titular character in “Life with Elizabeth” for two seasons. 
  White died an eight-time Emmy Award winner, but 
even more impressive than her accolades was the endur-
ing charm that allowed her to captivate audiences 
throughout her entire life. 
  White’s energy and sense of humor were only facets of 
what made her universally loved. She had a warmth 
about her, too. While she never took herself too serious-
ly, she always had a way of making audiences feel like 
they were curled up drinking a hot cup of cocoa while 
they watched her perform. 
  She had it all  — that rare combination of indelible 
talent, warmth, bluntness and charm. 

    

  White was universally beloved, but she held a 
particularly special place in the heart of the queer 
community. Washington Blade writer Kathi 
Wolfe wrote in 2010 that this connection 
LGBTQ+ people felt to her stemmed from the 
struggles White has endured. 
  “She’s thrived through the Depression, World 
War II, divorce, the loss of her husband Allen 
Ludden (the “love of her life”) and aging. 
  “We’ve carried on (and often prospered) in the 
midst of bigotry, rejection from our families, 
ostracism by our straight peers and AIDS. We 
identify with and respect survivors. Especially 
when they’re talented and funny,” she wrote. 
  “White was not only treasured by the LGBTQ+ 
community; she also stood up for us, speaking 
out in favoru of marriage equality when it still 
wasn’t too popular to do so.” 

 

  White knew it was none of her business who anyone 
else was sleeping with: In 2014, she was asked about her 
support for LGBT+ rights in an interview. with Larry   
“Oh, I don’t care who you sleep with, whom you sleep 
with, it’s what kind of a human being are you,” she said. 
   A strong supporter of same-sex marriage: “I don’t 
care who anybody sleeps with. If a couple has been to-
gether all that time – and there are gay relationships that 
are more solid than some heterosexual ones – I think it’s 
fine if they want to get married. I don’t know how people 
can get so anti-something.” 
  She helped tackle the AIDS stigma: In a 1990 episode 
of Golden Girls, her character Rose Nylund finds out she 
may have been exposed to HIV through a blood transfu-
sion. It was one of the first sitcoms to ever mention HIV. 
   “Not only were people understandably afraid of AIDS,  

  She stood up against anti-LGBTQ+ bullying: 
   I n 2013, she changed her name to “Betty Purple” 
for a day to mark Spirit Day, an anti-LGBT+ bully-
ing awareness day. In a promotional video shared 
by GLAAD, Betty and her co-stars explained why 
the initiative was so close to their hearts.  
  She teamed up with Luciana for a gloriously 
camp music video: Betty proved she was utterly 
dedicated to the art of camp in 2012 when she 
teamed up with British singer Luciana on I’m Still 
Hot in support of The Lifeline Project. In the clip, 
Betty can be seen donning a purple tracksuit as a 
cabal of muscled, mostly naked men dance around 
her. 
  Her acerbic, raunchy jokes made her a gay 
icon: Throughout her life, she was candid about her 
love of men – and she never missed an opportunity 
to crack incredible jokes about the opposite sex. 
She talked so much about her crush on Robert 
Redford that it became a running gag. 
  Her Golden Girls character was flattered when 
a woman developed a crush on her: It was a rare 
television show that told stories about women in 
later middle age. In a 1986 episode, White’s Golden 
Girls character was flattered when a woman devel-
oped a crush on her. 
   Crucially, Rose wasn’t horrified when she learned 
that Jean’s feelings for her weren’t just platonic. It 
was a landmark moment on television, and it’s a 
storyline plenty of other actors would have refused 
to touch in the 1980s. 

but a lot of people 
wouldn’t even admit 
it existed,” she said.  
  She backed HIV/
AIDS causes and  
spread awareness: 
 White was a firm 
supporter of the Elton 
John AIDS Founda-
tion and other rights  
groups, and taped a 
nationally aired video 
urging drug users not 
to share needles. 
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Presidential Medal of Freedom from President 
Barack Obama. 
   Many of his compositions make up a part of 
Broadway’s “Crown Jewels” — including 
as Gypsy, which portrays “Mama Rose” as a 
straight woman rather than the lesbian she was. 
  In Company, many perceive its main character, 
Bobby, as gay. 
   A Little Night Music, is best remembered 
for Send in the Clowns, which won the Song of 
the Year Grammy Award in 1976, 
  A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the 
Forum, Sweeney Todd, and Sunday in the Park 
with George are also among those iconic crea-
tions. 
  West Side Story (1957) is clearly his best known 
and most popular with the public, largely because 
of its modern take on Romeo and Juliet — and for 
traditionally lyrical songs that left audiences hum-
ming when they left the theatre. 

  Sondheim was only 25 went he wrote most of 
the lyrics of West Side Story‘s beloved score, 
featuring such heart-tugging  songs as Tonight, 
Maria, Somewhere and I Feel Pretty. 
  The 1961 movie adaptation stills holds the rec-
ord for the most Oscar wins by a musical with 10.   
A new version opened recently, directed by Ste-
ven Spielberg with a screenplay by gay Pulitzer 
Prize-winner Tony Kushner. 
  While his decades as a composer could make a 
great play or film, Sondheim’s greatest drama 
would focus on the many years it took him to 
accept being gay  —  a subject that he was long 
defensive about, although he was known to have 
confided in a friend when he was 19 that he 
thought he might be gay. 
  She suggested a psychiatrist, to which he re-
plied, “I just don’t know if I want to.” He ulti-
mately began having sex with men — but also 
spent some 25 years in analysis. 
  Sondheim did not have his first serious boy-
friend, John David Wilder, until he turned 41. 
They split up after a few months, and he did not 
have his first live-in partner, composer Peter 
“P.J.” Jones, until he turned 61.  
  In 2004, he began a relationship with actor Jeff 
Romley, 50-years his junior.  
  In a  candid interview in 2009 Sondheim said, 
“If I had to live my life over again, I would have 
children. That’s the great mistake I made. 
  “It’s too late now. The idea of being a homosex-
ual and raising children was one that was just not 
acceptable until, my goodness, I’d say the 1970s 
or 1980s. 
  “You want to live long enough to see your chil-
dren grow up, they’re not puppies. 
  “The joy is not just to have them, but to watch 
them change and grow. So, yes, that is a great 
regret.” 

  Cape Town — Desmond Tutu, South Africa's 
Nobel Peace Prize-winning activist for racial 
justice and LGBTQ rights, died on Boxing Day. 
The retired Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town 
was 90. 
  An uncompromising foe of apartheid — white 
South Africans’ brutal regime of oppression against 
the Black majority — Tutu worked tirelessly, 
though non-violently, for its downfall. 
  The buoyant, blunt-spoken Anglican pastor used 
his pulpit as the first Black bishop of Johannesburg 
and later Archbishop of Cape Town, as well as 
frequent public demonstrations to galvanize public 
opinion against racial inequity both at home and 
globally. Tutu also campaigned internationally for 
human rights, especially LGBTQ rights and same-
sex marriage. 
  “I would not worship a God who is homophobic 
and that is how deeply I feel about this,” he said in 
2013, launching a campaign for LGBTQ rights in 
Cape Town. “I would refuse to go to a homophobic 
heaven. No, I would say, ‘Sorry, I would much 
rather go to the other place.’ ” 
  Tutu said he was "as passionate about this cam-
paign (for LGBTQ rights) as I ever was about apart-
heid. For me, it is at the same level.” 
   He was one of the most prominent religious lead-
ers to advocate for LGBTQ rights. Tutu's very pub-
lic stance put him at odds with many in South Afri-
ca and across the continent, as well as within the 
international Anglican church. 

said President Cyril Ramaphosa. 
  In Canada — a nation Tutu visited often —  
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau observed 
“Throughout a remarkable life, Archbishop Tutu 
used his vision of interconnectedness, equali-
ty and forgiveness to advocate for a better, more 
peaceful world. 
  “While he was best known for his non-violent 
opposition to apartheid in South Africa and work 
to heal divisions as the ‘Rainbow Nation’ moved 
toward democracy, his actions resonated every-
where, especially with oppressed peoples and 
their struggle for freedom and equality.,” Trudeau 
pointed out. 
  Tutu died peacefully at the Oasis Frail Care 
Centre in Cape Town. He had been hospitalized 
several times since 2015, after being diagnosed 
with prostate cancer in 1997. 

 Alberta ‘rights 

champion,’ Lund 

backed 1st GSA 
 Calgary -- Friends and colleagues are remem-
bering an Alberta professor who helped develop 
the province’s first Gay-Straight Alliance and 
advocated for human rights throughout his ca-
reer. 
  Darren Lund, a professor at the University of 
Calgary’s Werklund School of Education, died 
Nov. 10. He was 60 years old. 
  Longtime educator Michael Gretton de-
scribed his friend and colleague of more than 30 
years as a “human rights champion" in an inter-
view with CBC News. 
  He “had tremendous influence in our city, in 
our province, in our country with regards to 
education and human rights and anti-racism and 
gender inclusion,” said Gretton, 
  He had recently nominated Lund for the Order 
of Canada. 
  “I think he really moved the needle. He'’s been 
a champion in all of these areas.” 
  Provincial NDP Leader Rachel Notley tweeted 
about his passing. “Alberta is a better place for 
him,” she wrote in part. 
  Lund was homegrown in Calgary, Gretton said. 
He went to Forest Lawn High School, and his 
father was a police officer. 
  When they met, Lund was a teacher at Lindsay 
Thurber Comprehensive High School in Red 
Deer, where he had formed an award-winning 
student activist program, Students and Teachers 
Opposing Prejudice. 
  “He really cared deeply about his students, and 
so he invited them to really be involved with 
him in basically creating safe space in 
school,"“Gretton said. 
  “And really promoted a culture of inclusion 
and understanding and respect of our differ-
ences.” 
  In the early 2000s, Lund was approached by 
his students to start Alberta’s first-ever Gay-
Straight Alliance that would “take off like wild-
fire” in more recent years, Gretton said. 
  It embodied the way he remembers his friend 
—  as a champion for human rights and a cata-
lyst for change. 
  “There's a real ripple effect in what he did,” 
Gretton said. 
  Lund joined the U of C in 2002, where his 
research focused, in part, on social justice edu-
cation and activism, and professional education 
for equity. 
  He served on committees that promoted anti-
racism, equity and diversity, and others aim-
ing to prevent sexual harassment and violence. 
In 2021, he would land a coveted seat on the 
Calgary Police Service's first-ever anti-racism 
action committee. 
  “He spoke up with courage when it wasn’t 
popular to talk about these things. So, you 
know, I think Darren did all of this out of princi-
ple.” 
  Lund’s friend and U of C colleague Michael 
Embaie, who is also the president of the African 
Community Association of Calgary, said that in 
regards to anti-racism, Lund was an activist on 
that front as well. 
  “I think the causes that he was fighting for, and 
the causes that I have been fighting for many 

years, are more or less the same,” Embaie said. 

  Tutu’s death 
“is another 
chapter of 
bereavement 
in our nation’s 
farewell to a 
generation of 
outstanding 
South Afri-
cans who have 
bequeathed us 
a liberated 
South Africa,”  

  Roxbury, Conn. — Stephen Sondheim, ac-
claimed as one of the greatest musicians to 
write for Broadway, died in his Connecticut 
home in December. The gay composer and 
lyricist was 91 years old. 

  Through his 
long, productive 
career Sondheim 
earned eight Tony 
Awards, eight 
Grammy Awards, 
an Oscar, the 
Pulitzer Prize, a 
Laurence Olivier 
Award, a Critic’s 
Circle Theatre 
Award, and the  



Editor’s view 

  Wonderful news! Another key victory for 
queer Canadians — and people in Leth-
bridge share much of the credit. 
  For many years, activists across the nation 
have been pointing out the dangers of so-
called “conversion therapy.” Backed by 
some fundamentalist churches, it attempts to 
“convert” anyone who’s not heterosexual to 
their way of thinking and being. 
  Countless “survival” stories from men, 
women — and teens — who have been vic-
timized by self-annointed “therapists” attest 
to the terrible consequences of this kind of 
torture “in the name of God.” 
  Depression, severe mental health issues 
and ultimately suicide are some of the out-
comes of this cruel punishment. 
  Realizing its dangers, cities across Canada 
(including Lethbridge) have responded to 
requests to make the practice illegal inside 

city limits. To extend that protection to all 
citizens, some provincial governments 
followed suit. 
  But not Alberta. Surprised? 
  So back in 2018, Lethbridge-area people 
began organizing a national petition call-
ing for Parliament to ban it nation-wide. 
  First presented to the Commons by a 
Saskatoon MLA as a private members’ 
bill, it slowly gained traction. More recent-
ly, it became a government-sponsored bill 
backed by Prime  Minister Trudeau and 
the Liberal cabinet. 
  Several twists, turns and elections later, 
the ban was finally passed and proclaimed. 
  So all the time, energy and patience re-
quired to win this victory — paid off! 
  Congratulations to all who helped make 
this happen. You’ve proven that grassroots 
initiatives plus hard work can succeed! 
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  “I see myself between this terrible binary 
that’s been created — the Western world 
imposed this male/female binary, ‘this way or 
that way’ kind of mentality.” 
  That’s how Blake Desjarlais, one of Alberta’s newly 
elected Members of Parliament, describes his new 
role. The New Democratic Party victor in the Edmon-
ton Griesbach constituency made history when he 
became the nation’s first openly Two-Spirit MP. 
  Desjarlais points out the term has no set definition 
for all Indigenous peoples, and there’s a long history 
of the roles played by Two-Spirit people in Indige-
nous communities as diplomats and negotiators — 
long before the English word even existed. 
  He’s hoping his presence in the House of Commons 
will increase the visibility of Two-Spirit people, and 
show that Indigenous peoples are not a monolith. 
  “The reality is Two-Spirit identities have relatively 
been hidden throughout Canada’s history,” says 
Desjarlais, who is Métis and Cree. 
  “It ties very closely to the history of colonization, the 
history of occupation, and largely to the erasure of 
Indigenous practices and traditions of seeing the 
world.” 
  Desjarlais says he arrived in Ottawa fully aware of 
the systemic barriers that have kept Indigenous and 
LGBTQ2S+ people out for so long — and of the 
hostility and discrimination that continue to exist at 
the federal government level. 
  “I really hope through my visibility in Parliament we 
can start that conversation and hopefully inspire oth-
ers to see the beauty and uniqueness of Two-Spirit 
identities, as holistic and whole beings who belong in 
societies,” he says. 
  He brought the lessons learned as a child growing up 
in the Fishing Lake Métis Settlement in Alberta, 
which ensured that he maintained a connection to his 
language and heritage. 
  Desjarlais’s biological mother, Brenda was a survi-
vor of the Sixties Scoop — the devastating govern-
ment policy that saw authorities remove Indigenous 
children from their families and place them in foster 
care or up for adoption over a period of about 20 years 
beginning in the 1960s. 

  She became a sex worker in Edmonton, where he  
was born. She suffered trauma as a result of being 
taken from her family, Desjarlais says, but she also 
loved life and her children. 
  Adopted by his aunt and brought to Fishing Lake, 
Desjarlais said he felt like an orphan. But his feel-
ings toward his mother shifted as he got older. 
  “She made the hardest decision — she had to call 
her biological sister, someone she barely knew, and 
she asked for help,” Desjarlais explains. 
  “That tremendous act of courage is what I’ll always 
remember Brenda for. She gave me the opportunity 
to live when I could have so easily died like many 
others. 
“What she gave me was life, and I hope to give 
others the same kind of hope I was given.” 
  He went back to Edmonton as a teenager to study  
at MacEwan University  — where he faced “so much 
racism, so much hatred.” So he transferred to the  
University of Victoria, where he took courses in 
Indigenous studies and political science. 
  “I wanted to know why people hated us, why peo-
ple didn’t like me, or why they so deeply had the 
stereotypes they hold,” he says. “Much of this isn’t 
by mistake. It was designed to be this way, from the 
residential schools to the Sixties Scoop. It was al-
ways about erasing us, not seeing us.” 
  Now Desjarlais says, “I need to be a part of making 
sure the next generation is fully supported, fully 
understood, and fully seen.” 
  “Our young Indigenous people are craving justice, 
are craving change, and I don’t know how far they 
can go enduring the status quo.”  

   Montreal — The city’s  famous Gay 
Village is getting a new name — and 
that’s made some people angry. The 
famous Ste. Catherine Street strip is 
dropping the word “gay” from its name 
in an effort to be “more inclusive.” 
  Instead, business owners say it will 
become “the Village of Montreal, the 
largest 2SLGBTQ+ village in the 
world.” 
  But the move hasn’t gone over well 
with some residents who have accused 
the group of erasing the area’s historic  
association with the queer community 
in favor of a generic name that will spur  
gentrification and commercialization. 
  “We’re not discriminating against 
anyone that associates themselves with 
gay,” says Lee-Anne Millaire Lafleur, a 
Montreal Village Business Develop-
ment Corporation board member. “It’s 
for sure part of the community. We’re 
just trying to include the rest of the 
people. . .” 
  “The word gay represented a lot of 
people that today may not still find 
themselves represented by that one 
term,” Lafleur adds. 
  But area resident Pierre-Luc Tremblay 
disagrees.  
  “They aren’t the spokespeople of the 
community and they don’t have the 
legitimacy to speak for all the members 
of the community,” he points out. 
  “They speak for the merchants. And 
for me it’s a lack of respect towards all 
the gay and lesbian people who built 
this neighborhood, developed it, and 
allowed it to survive and thrive.” 
  “On the one hand, I understand why 
there’s a push not to call it the Gay 
Village because the word gay is now 
almost exclusively for gay men and it’s 
only one word in the LGBTQ acro-
nym,” warns journalist and activist 
Richard Burnett.  “But on the flip side, I 
fear that there’s a de-queering of the 
gay movement.” 
  Julie Podmore agrees. 
  “Spaces like the Gay Village are im-
portant and we need to maintain them 
and we need to support them. And by 
erasing its identity, it can be a very 
dangerous thing,” says Podmore, pro-
fessor and chair of geosciences at John 
Abbott College. 
  “There’s a real tension between a 
desire to mainstream, to increase the 
number of commercial establishments 
and open it to everyone to make (the 
neighborhood) viable, and that’s been 
going on since the 1990s,” Podmore 
says. 
  “Erasing the word gay makes it more 
accessible to all.” 
   A similar debate was heard in Chica-
go, where its famous Boystown neigh-
bourhood was renamed “Northalsted,” 
harking back to the city’s early history. 
  That change was driven by a petition 
from area residents. 
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  When he was asked if there would be would be a 
different reaction tor two straight men playing Jack 
Twist and Ennis del Mar today, he responded: “I 
don’t know, maybe?” 
  “I think it was very important to both of us to 
break that stigma,” he believes.. 
  “I think that has led the way towards people say-
ing, you know, people of all different experiences 
should be playing more roles, that it shouldn’t be 
limited to a small group of people. And I believe 
that.” 
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   “As six drag queens perform in 
the show’s opening number, Ivleeva 
descends from the ceiling in a glit-
tering outfit and takes center stage,” 
the Moscow Times describes. 
  Contestants’ sexuality isn’t dis-
cussed. 
  “For me, this show has nothing to 
do with the LGBT agenda in Rus-
sia,” says activist Nikita Andri-
yanov. “Nowhere in the Royal Co-
bras was it said that this show was 
about LGBTQ people.” 

  Moscow — A copycat version 
of RuPaul’s Drag Race has launched 
in Russia, one of the world’s most 
anti-LGBTQ countries. It bans “gay 
propaganda” in books, movies, televi-
sion and online. 
  So how was the show allowed on 
TV?  Censors have  tried to remove 
anything gay from the show, branded  
Royal Cobras.  It stars online celebri-
ty Nastya Ivleeva, a straight woman, 
as host. The judges are also straight 
Russian celebrities.  

  Jake Gyllenhaal admits there was a lot of stigma 
associated with playing the role of a gay man when 
he starred in Brokeback Mountain. But it was im-
portant for him and Heath Ledger to play those roles 
anyway, he maintains 
  Filmed in southern Alberta, the award-winning 
movie stirred plenty of controversy when it was 
released in 2005. 
   “Part of the medicine of storytelling is that we 
were two straight guys playing these parts,” Gyllen-
haal says. “There was a stigma about playing a part 
like that, you know, why would you do that?” 
  He disagrees with British showrunner Russell T. 
Davies, who said he doesn’t cast straight people to 
play gay characters because he wants “authenticity,” 
not “acting gay.”  
  But some gay actors have publicly disagreed with 
Davies, including Neil Patrick Harris. He thinks it’s  
“sexy” for straight men to play gay men. 
   Gyllenhaal adds another dimension to the debate. 
While white people have been playing characters of 
colour for decades in Hollywood – a practice that 
has been widely criticized as appropriative and racist 
– straight actors were more hesitant about playing 
queer characters in the past than they are today. 
  When Brokeback Mountain was released in 2005, it 
hadn’t even been two years since homosexuality was 
banned in large parts of the U.S. It drew backlash 
even in mainstream media, getting called Fudgepack 
Mountain” on MSNBC and Gyllenhaal’s character 
Jack Twist labeled a “sexual predator” by the Today 
show’s film critic for pursuing a relationship with 
another man. 
  Playing a queer character even led to rumours that 
Gyllenhaal was gay or bi.  

  Nashville — Out country singer TJ Osborne 
kissed his boyfriend, Abi Ventura after winning a 
Country Music Award — a first for the long-
standing award show. 
  One half of the last year and instantly became 
the highest-profile out performer in the genre. 
The two won for Vocal Duo of the Year.  
  “It’s been a crazy roller coaster of a year for us 
in so many ways, especially for me emotionally,” 
Osborne told the audience. “And to have you all 
support me, it really does feel like love wins 
tonight. Thank you.” 
   Brothers Osborne performed their song, 
“Younger Me” during the ceremony. Osborne 
says wrote the song about his struggles as a 
young man to accept his sexuality and learn to 
embrace it. 
  Tennessee Republicans blocked a resolution to 
honor the singer last year, motivated by homo-
phobia. State Rep. Jeremy Faison, chair of the 
House Republican Caucus, rejected the measure 
despite unanimous passage in the Republican-
controlled state senate. 
  “Though T.J. Osborne is not the first country 
music artist to come out as gay, he is the first and 
currently only openly gay artist signed to a major 
country music label,” the resolution read. It went 
on to describe him as “a trailblazer and a symbol 
of hope for those country music artists and fans 
alike who may have felt ostracized from a genre 
they hold dear.” 
  “I’m very comfortable being gay,” the 36-year-
old country star said when he came out to his 
fans. “I find myself being guarded for not want-
ing to talk about something that I personally 
don’t have a problem with. That feels so strange.” 

  ‘Mr. Gay’ changes 
  The Mr. Gay World competition has changed its 
rules to be more inclusive of transgender men. 
  Organizers of the The annual gay beauty contest 
say  it is now “open to anyone who identifies as 
male, using him and his pronouns and who col-
lectively identifies as male.”  
  Contestants must still identify as gay. 
  The group behind the competition has “amended 
its policy to encompass the male identifying 
spectrum within the LGBTQ+ community.”  
  Contestants vie in several categories like a na-
tional costume, formal wear, swimwear, and 
congeniality. They also raise money for charity as 
part of the competition. 
  Mr. Gay England’s inclusion of Chiyo Gomes, a 
transgender man, set the stage for the pageant’s 
evolution. The group stood firm in the face of 
opposition from the usual suspects, and while the 
contestant didn’t win, it did spark a larger discus-
sion about the event’s purpose. 

   

 
 

There’s an old saying that sin will also take you 
further than you intended to go,” wrote Michael 
Brown at the Christian Post, implying that look-
ing at straight porn can turn men gay as the maga-
zine goes “from lewdness to perversion.” 
  Filipino YouTuber Bretman Rock appeared in a 
bunny suit on its October cover. That surprise 
came two years after the long-running porn maga-
zine rebranded itself in 2019 to be more progres-
sive and inclusive. It now includes more “artistic” 
photos of nude women than before the death of its 
founder, Hugh Hefner. 
  Religious fundamentalists are now condemning 
Playboy again — saying it has degraded women 
by featuring pictures of naked models, but now it  

 

is degrading women even more by not featuring a 
picture of a naked woman on the cover. 
  “Playboy has gone from degrading women to 
erasing women,” said Jennifer Roback Morse of 
the Ruth Institute, an anti-LGBTQ group. 
  She said the difference between looking at 
straight porn and being gay is “superficial” be-
cause it is enjoying sex as “a sterile recreational 
activity with no moral or social consequences.” 
  “People initially embrace the ideology because it 
furthers some specific sexual interest or proclivity 
of their own,” she said. “But once they’ve em-
braced the ideology, many people will hang on to 
every part of it, even the parts that are superficial-
ly unrelated.” 
  Rock isn’t the first man on the cover of Playboy; 
straight male celebrities like Bruno Mars, Donald 
Trump and Burt Reynolds have appeared on it 
with women. Hefner appeared on the cover of the 
magazine solo, and last year musician Bad Bunny 
did as well. 

  “I’m open to whatever people want to call me,” he  
replied at the time. “I’ve never really been attracted 
to men sexually but I don’t think I would be afraid  
of it if it happened.” 

Ledger (left), Gyllenhall in ‘Brokeback’ 

https://www.starobserver.com.au/news/mr-gay-world-redefines-rules-to-embrace-trans-men/206089
https://mrgayworld.com/the-stage-is-set-for-mr-gay-world-virtual-editions/
https://mrgayworld.com/the-stage-is-set-for-mr-gay-world-virtual-editions/
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Breaking NEWS 

  Missoula — A Republican senator says LGBTQ 
people who get attacked for holding hands in Mon-
tana deserve what they get. 
  In Montana, says State Senator Theresa Manzella, 
beatings are the “normal consequences” here.  
  Speaking at a “God, Country, Family” event in 
Clinton, Mont. about “the LGBTQ agenda,” she 
defended real estate agent and pastor Brandon Hu-
ber. 
  He’s facing an ethics complaint with the Missoula 
Organization of Realtors for “hate speech” against 
LGBTQ people after he wrote a letter to his church 
denouncing Pride flyers found at a local food bank. 
  Manzella defended the real estate agent/pastor, 
saying that the Missoula Organization of Realtors 
“made an awfully big mistake because our founding 
documents make it clear that he most certainly has  

  Salt Lake City — Utah’s richest man has con-
demned the state’s richest church for “actively doing 
harm in the world.” 
  Jeff Green also said he’s quitting the church be-
cause it has backed “some of the most vicious anti-
LGBTQ initiatives” and has a “racist history” of 
banning people of colour. 
  Green added most Mormons are “good people 
trying to do right,” but blamed the church’s leader-
ship for leading them astray. 
  While LDS leaders have softened their stance on 
LGBTQ issues and have apologized for the blatant 
racism from church leadership under the guise of 
“religious freedom,” Green said they hardly embody 
the Christian principles of promoting civil rights and 
kindness to all. 
  “The church leadership is not honest about its his-
tory, its finances, and its advocacy,” he said in ta 900
-word letter to LDS President Russell Nelson. “I 
believe the Mormon church has hindered global 
progress in women’s rights, civil rights and racial 
equality, and LGBTQ+ rights.” 
  Instead of continuing his financial support of the 
church, Green said he would be donating $600,000 
to Equality Utah, an LGBTQ organization. 

 

years — and allow an increase in funding for 
groups that work to fight against discrimination 
— came after a series of high-profile at-
tacks against Italy’s gay and transgender people. 
  The nation’s rights groups receive hundreds of 
hate crime reports each year but say many go 
unpunished. Although Italy approved same-sex 
civil unions in 2016, the country has lagged be-
hind its EU partners in creating anti-homophobia 
measures. 
  Attempts by various governments over the past 
30 years to enact a similar law have either been 
stifled or sabotaged. Activists say progress — or 
even just meaningful debate — is stymied by a 
macho culture, Catholicism and support for far-
right parties. 
  The foreign minister and ex-M5S leader Luigi 
Di Maio said the bill had been “swept away in a 
disgraceful secret vote” while the Gaynet Roma 
group said it was a “slap in the face for the major-
ity of the population.” 

  Salt Lake City — Four out of six city counci-
lors in Salt Lake City are LGBTQ people after 
the recent civic election. Those results are being  
highlighted as an example of how far acceptance 
of queer people has come — at least in the city. 
  “LGBTQ people are severely underrepresented 
in governments across Utah, so holding a major-
ity of seats . . is a milestone moment for the city 
and the state,” says Mayor Annise Parker, presi-
dent and CEO of LGBTQ Victory Fund. 
  “Salt Lake City is now one of just a handful of 
city councils in the entire country with an 
LGBTQ majority and the lived experiences of 
the LGBTQ members will ensure more inclusive 
policymaking,” she believes. 
  “While the LGBTQ members will fight tire-
lessly to advance equality, we know they are 
primarily focused on the everyday issues that 
will improve the lives of their constituents.” 

Trans flag at peak 
 The trans Pride flag has been planted on the 
peak of Antarctica’s highest mountain, Vinson 
Massif, by trans climber Erin Parisi. 
  Dedicating her achievement to “the resilience 
of the trans community” that “took me in when I 
had no hope,” Parisi said trans people “showed 
me that it’s better to be visible and free, than 
live in self-imposed exile, and that stigma with-
ers when we visibly embrace our truth”. 
  “We’ve been pushed down, often even beat up, 
and faced every kind of coldness through our 
lives – our resilience keeps us rising to the top.” 
  Parisi reached the 4,892 metre summit of 
Vinson Massif on Dec. 26 after setting off for 
Antarctica on Dec. 18. 
  Reaching the highest point in Antarctica is part 
of Parisi’s years-long attempt to be the first 
openly trans woman to complete the “Seven 
Summits”  challenge,  to climb to the highest 
point of each of the planet’s seven continents. 

‘Yes’ to marriage 
  Bern — In a national referendum, citizens of 
Switzerland overwhelmingly voted in favour of 
allowing same-sex marriages to be legal and 
equal to opposite-sex marriages. 
   Final figures show that 64.1 percent of voters, 
or nearly two of every three, supported the 
measure. So Switzerland became just the 29th 
country on the planet with marriage equality. 
  Since 2007, same-sex couples were allowed to 
form domestic partnerships with limited rights, 
especially when it came to adoption and immi-
gration. Many opposed to marriage equality 
claimed that should be enough to accommodate 
same-sex couples.  

  Now 20 million in U.S. 
  At least 20 million adults in the U.S. identify as 
LGBTQ, according to a recent report from the 
Human Rights Campaign Foundation. 
  It showed 8 per cent of respondents to the 
United States Census Bureau’s Household Pulse 
Survey said they identified as LGBTQ, with an 
extra 2 per cent saying their orientation is other 
than gay, lesbian, bisexual or straight. 
  The survey also indicates that over 2 million 
adults identify as transgender, with an additional 
2 per cent saying they do not identify with either 
cisgender or transgender. 

 Rome — Italy’s senate has killed proposed legisla-
tion that would have made violence against LGBTQ 
people and disabled people a hate crime. 
  The 315-member senate voted to block debate on 
legislation  previously approved by the lower house 
of parliament, in the face of months of protests from 
far-right and Catholic groups. 
  Pina Picierno, a member of the European Parlia-
ment, called the vote “one of the worst pages in the 
history of the Italian republic.” 
  Politicians in far-right parties that voted against the 
bill in the upper house ckaimed the law would have 
suppressed freedom of expression and promoted 
“homosexual propaganda” in schools. 
  Last June, Catholic officials in the Vatican made an 
unprecedented intervention urging the Italian govern-
ment to change the law over concerns it would in-
fringe upon the Catholic church’s “freedom of 
thought.” 
   Debate over the bill, which would lead to people 
convicted of hate crimes being jailed for up to four 

the right to stand on his sincerely held beliefs.” 
  “My right to live a righteous lifestyle based on 
my sincerely held beliefs does not end where their 
choice to live a perverse lifestyle begins,” Manzel-
la said, getting applause. 
  She  also accused LGBTQ people of wanting to 
“recruit young people,” a reference to child moles-
tation. 
  The senator said LGBTQ people “play the pro-
tected class card” by complaining about violence 
against them. 
   She admitted some queer people are afraid to 
hold hands with someone of the same sex in public 
out of fear of getting beat up. 
  “I’ve got to tell you, I think those are normal 
consequences associated with the choices they 
made,” Manzella said. 

LGBTQ+ students in Utah,” he said, including 
any who “may need or want to leave” church-
owned Brigham Young University.  
  From 1959 to the mid-’90s, BYU ran “aversion 
therapy” programs  to “cure” homosexuality, 
which included use of vomit-inducing drugs or 
electrical shocks to people’s arms or genitals 
while showing them same-sex pornographic 
images. 
  Gay BYU students have killed themselves 
throughout the school’s history. 
  Green was also forceful in his condemnation of 
the church’s “spending spree” on real estate and 
earthly delights. Instead, he said, Mormon lead-
ers should use their “more than $100 billion in 
assets” to do “more to help the world and its 
members.” 

  “Almost 
half of the 
fund will 
go to a 
new schol-
arship pro-
gram to aid 


